Example:  Instruction Based on Pre-Assessment Data


I’m working on writing with my classes.  In gave the following writing prompt to get a pre-assessment I could look at.

One thing that was clear from looking at the student writing samples, my students needed some support in writing more complex sentences and varying the way they incorporated dependent and independent clauses.  

Decisions I made based on my pre-assessment data

1) I opted to  demonstrate a few exemplary sentences to the class as a whole

2) I assigned students to mixed ability groups to create strong, fun examples of sentences with the “Opener, sentence” structure.

3) I used excellent examples from the group work to create an anchor chart.

4) I moved kids into a group structure where 4 kids with similar writing errors and reading ability were grouped together.  I purposefully placed students with higher reading levels into Groups with a “C” so that they could work with a more complex text on the same subject matter and see writing more reflective of what they were close to demonstrating.  I provided additional sentence frames and accessibility strategies for “A” groups and relied heavily on my active participation cards to use strategies that supported group work for each group.
5) I reminded students of the definition of a mentor text and gave each group a card (A, B, or C) describing what I expected them to find in their mentor text.




A





C





B





Write an introductory paragraph for a story using one of these prompts.  Make sure that you think carefully about punctuation and sentence complexity.





A memory from 2009 that I will never forget is…


A memory from 2009 that I wish I could forget…





Please write on one side of your notebook or skip lines so that we have room for revisions.








Group A:  As a part of your assignment, please use Adventure to the New World as your mentor text.


Please highlight 1 or 2 sentences that are good examples of the “Opener, sentence.” 








Group B:  As a part of your assignment, please use Adventure to the New World as your mentor text.


Please highlight 2-4 sentences that are good examples of the “Opener, sentence.” pattern.








Group C:   As a part of your assignment, please use Cheaper, Faster, Better as your mentor text.





Please highlight 2-4 sentences that are good examples of the “Opener, sentence.” pattern.











