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 OFF-CAMPUS and/or ALTERNATIVE LEARNING 

PROGRAM PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

For a variety of reasons, students request an alternative arrangement off-campus to complete a required or elective high school credit.

The most common request is for a student to complete their "Physical Education" or "Health" or "Fine Arts" (art, music, foreign language, or sign language) or higher-level mathematics credit off-campus.  

Some of the reasons students give to complete an off-campus credit are:

"I'd like to complete my PE credit in an alternative manner, as I am on 2 competitive athletic teams at school.  I'm getting the exercise, and I'd like to open up my schedule for another class."

"I'm Fencing competitively, and already work out 3 hours a day.  I'd rather use my school time for another class besides PE."

" I'm involved in Portland Youth Philharmonic (or Metropolitan Youth Symphony) - and practice and play over 10 hours a week, I'd like to get Fine Arts credit for this activity."

"Our school's foreign language classes move too slowly - I'd like to take a college class."

"I'm going to attend Portland Evening HS (Quest, Portland Community College, Portland State University, Reed, Lewis & Clark, Univ. of Portland, etc.) to complete a more advanced course.”

"Our school doesn't teach 'Sign Language' and I want to use that for my second language Fine Arts credit."

"I'd like to take 2 science classes this year (2 foreign language classes, 2 art classes) at my high school, so I need to complete some of my required/elective classes in another manner."

"I'm going to take a required/elective class through Brigham Young University or Portland State Independent Study."  (Class could be PE, Health, foreign language - any of a number of courses.)

"I'm going to take Credit by Examination 'Health,' instead of taking the course at school."

"I received an "F" (or "D", or other grade than an "A") for Spanish 1-2, I know I can do better.  I want to re-take this course again and have the higher grade show up on my transcript."

How do I translate a College class to High School credit?

Every 3-, 4-, or 5-hour college class equals a semester of HS credit.

Every 6-hour class equals one year of HS credit.

Note:  Should a student complete a 3-course sequence (such as Spanish 101, 102, 103 which are all 3- or 4-credit hours), they will be awarded a full two years of HS credit.  

Should I always place my College credit on my HS transcript?

No, you may want to hold your college transcript for college credit only.  Complete an "Off-Campus" learning form, but be aware that you may not want to count the class for HS credit UNLESS you need the class to complete distribution credits or you need the credit to graduate from HS.

If you do NOT need the credit to graduate from HS, save the college transcript for possible college credit.  Some colleges will NOT let you count the class twice (once for HS graduation and once for College graduation).  Talk to an admissions officer at one of the colleges you may apply to, for the most current information.

If I receive my Fine Arts/Music credit off-campus, am I still OSAA eligible for music competitions (either individual or perform with my HS)?  

Check with OSAA for the most current information.  But the last time we spoke to OSAA (Mike Wallmark, OSAA music- June 2006, 503 682-6722 x-226), as long as there is a music program at school that fits the requirement, students need to participate with that program during the semester in which they plan to compete.  But, if a music program is not available at their school, students may then participate in outside activities and have a school official or band director sign-off on the proper forms.  More information is found on page 45 of the OSAA Handbook, www.osaa.org. Call Kara Mortimer for more information, as a student must keep a record of seat time and have the conductor or other authorizing agent sign-off periodically that the work has been completed if the student wishes to earn high school credit from an off-campus experience. 

May I start accumulating HS credit, before HS?

Yes.  Any PPS student who is not enrolled as a high school student who completes a high school level course with a “C” or better shall be granted high school credit for that course.  Many PPS K-8 and Middle Schools work within the district policy to align course content, texts, materials and staff qualifications to help students earn pre-ninth grade credit.  Algebra, Geometry and several World Languages are most often eligible for pre-ninth grade credit.  Parents and students should work closely with their schools to find out what is available.  Ask Kara Mortimer for more information, 503 916 3358.
Can I take high school- or college-level classes at Portland Community College?

Yes, you may.  Call Jo Lynn Dow at PCC Sylvania (503 977 4473), email jdow@pcc.edu, or call Linda Gettman at PCC Southeast (503 788 6252) to make the initial arrangements if you are under 16 years of age:  

1.  Call the ASSET test times line - 503 977-4533 - to learn when you should show up for the free 2-hour computerized test at PCC Sylvania - Counseling.  Jo Lynn and Linda will expect you to take all 3 parts - reading, writing and math.  There are similar offices/requirements at PCC Cascade and Rock Creek.

2.  Make an appointment to meet with Jo Lynn or Linda to discuss your course requests.  Bring a copy of your ASSET test results, a copy of your social security card, and a copy of your student body ID card - with a picture.  ALWAYS keep a copy of all information for your records.

If I am in Elementary or Middle School, will HS credit automatically show up on my transcript when I arrive in HS?

Yes, if your middle school has arranged with the district to offer a course for high school credit.  Middle school teachers have been instructed on how to enter information into the student information system so that there is a record high school credits taken before grade 9.

If you are an elementary or middle school student taking a High School course as a part of an independent student, please make sure that you have a completed “HS Credit Prior to 9th grade: Request for Course Approval to Grant Credit” form signed by District Directors.  

What is Quest?

Quest (503 620-8770) is an accredited PPS alternative education program, approved by the Board, to award students credit.  If you receive credit through Quest, they will forward a copy of the credit to your high school and to you.  For the most part, PPS students attend Quest summer school or complete credit in an off-campus arrangement.  Students use this avenue primarily to receive Health or PE credit.  130 hours equals a full year credit, 65 hours equals a semester credit.  There is a cost:  $100 for semester credit, $150 for year credit.  

Are there other alternative education programs that qualify for HS credit?

Yes, there are perhaps 50 different schools or programs.  Contact the Enrollment and Transfer Center, 503-916-3205, for more information.

If I failed a class (received a passing grade I didn't like), may I take the class again?

Generally, you may take the class again, but at another school or institution.  Speak to your HS counselor first, before making any decisions.  Some students receive a grade that they feel does not show what the students is capable of, consequently they retake an equivalent course at (e.g.) PCC, PSU, or PEHS.  Know that both grades will show up on your transcript, but only the higher grade will be figured into your GPA.

May I take a Credit by Examination for a course if I have been in the class at my High School?

Perhaps - see the Credit by Examination board policy and procedures, or look on the web at http://tag.pps.k12.or.us  for a complete record of the policy.  There is a provision that the principal or their designee may waive any of the rules.

Do some of these off-campus options require special applications?

Yes, some of them do - call Kara Mortimer at TAG for more information.  Some colleges, such as Reed and PSU, have special application procedures in order for you to take a class.  You may also receive a significant tuition reduction in applying through this application process.  For instance, Reed (and UP, LC) offers courses for $200 per year through their Young Scholars programs.  If you enroll through the PSU LINK program, you will receive about a $200 discount per term.  Be aware of early admissions deadlines.  At Reed, PSU Link, UP, and Lewis and Clark, students apply between January 1 and June 1 for Fall admission.

For more information, 

Call Kara Mortimer, TAG Office, BESC 501 N Dixon St, 

503 916-3358.
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