National Spelling Bee Winning Words

The 2002 documentary "Spellbound" showed us how these devoted kids give up good careless fun to pour over dictionaries, learn root linguistics and take on the stresses of any high-stakes competition. And all of these high-caliber brains are under 15 years old—the cut-off age for bee qualifiers.
In various iterations, the national spelling bee has been going since 1925 (with three years off during World War II). To honor such a long-lasting heritage, we've listed all the winning words since that first bee. 

And while we weren't surprised to see toughies like "esquamulose" or "odontalgia," there's also the likes of "condominium" and "therapy." Not only can we spell them, we could use them both in the same sentence.

Read on for the winning list; click on the words to get their definitions.

Spelling Bee Winning Words
Year   Word
1925   Gladiolus
1926   Abrogate
1927   Luxuriance
1928   Albumen
1929   Asceticism
1930   Fracas
1931   Foulard
1932   Knack
1933   Torsion
1934   Deteriorating
1935   Intelligible
1936   Interning
1937   Promiscuous
1938   Sanitarium
1939   Canonical
1940   Therapy
1941   Initials
1942   Sacrilegious
1946   Semaphore
1947   Chlorophyll
1948   Psychiatry
1949   Dulcimer
1950   Meticulosity
1951   Insouciant
1952   Vignette
1953   Soubrette
1954   Transept
1955   Crustaceology
1956   Condominium
1957   Schappe
1958   Syllepsis
1959   Catamaran
1960   Eudaemonic
1961   Smaragdine
1962   Esquamulose
1963   Equipage
1964   Sycophant
1965   Eczema
1966   Ratoon
1967   Chihuahua
1968   Abalone
1969   Interlocutory
1970   Croissant
1971   Shalloon
1972   Macerate
1973   Vouchsafe
1974   Hydrophyte
1975   Incisor
1976   Narcolepsy
1977   Cambist
1978   Deification
1979   Maculature
1980   Elucubrate
1981   Sarcophagus
1982   Psoriasis
1983   Purim
1984   Luge
1985   Milieu
1986   Odontalgia
1987   Staphylococci
1988   Elegiacal
1989   Spoliate
1990   Fibranne
1991   Antipyretic
1992   Lyceum
1993   Kamikaze
1994   Antediluvian
1995   Xanthosis
1996   Vivisepulture
1997   Euonym
1998   Chiaroscurist
1999   Logorrhea
2000   Demarche
2001   Succedaneum
2002   Prospicience
2003   Pococurante
2004   Autochthonous
2005   Appoggiatura
2006   Ursprache
2007   Serrefine
