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Early Entry into Kindergarten

Early Entry is an option offered by Portland Public Schools for students entering kindergarten, who are intellectually and/or academically advanced, and who were born after September 1st and on or before October 1st of the year the student turns five.  Early Entry is not mandated by the Oregon Legislature or the State Department of Education.  Great caution is exercised in allowing children to begin school earlier than their age peers, as this practice may compromise a child’s success later in their academic career.  Therefore, very few exceptions are made to our early entry criteria.  Generally these children score at or above the 95th %ile on a nationally normed cognitive battery and have solid preschool experience.

Evaluation Criteria

Please make an appointment for a cognitive evaluation with a licensed school psychologist through the TAG Department (503 916-3358).   
1. Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence, Revised (WPPSI-Third Edition) 

These tests include tasks involving cognitive abilities that relate to problem solving and functioning in an educational setting.  The fee for an evaluation for early entry into kindergarten performed by our licensed school psychologist is $325, and it must be paid before the test can be given.  This fee includes an evaluation and a cursory report.

Following the evaluation the school psychologist will write a brief report, and she will send it to the TAG Department.   We will mail the report to you.  It will include the standard scores and behavioral observations made during the testing situation.  Observations will include the child's reaction to challenge and difficulty, enthusiasm for problem solving and anxiety during the testing situation.

The TAG Office will make the final determination to accept a student for Early Entry based on the following criteria:

· test scores; an intelligence quotient at or above the 95th percentile  
· the child's preschool history and experiences
· the child is in good health and free of emotional problems
· eye-hand coordination should suggest at least average perceptual-motor skills
· evident reading readiness, if not reading ability
· verbal and quantitative reasoning merit weight since these abilities appear central to school success
· observational and interview findings of principal
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