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Office of Talented and Gifted

6433 NE Tillamook
Portland, Oregon  97213
503.916.3358 / FAX 503.916.3296
Early Entry into Kindergarten – Pre-School Evaluation
To:
Preschool Director

Fr:
The TAG Office
RE:
Early Entry into Kindergarten

For entrance into school Fall 20___
Child's Name_____________________________

One of your current/former students has applied to enter Portland Public Schools early into Kindergarten.

The State of Oregon stipulates that children turn 5 years on before September 1st of the year they are to enter Kindergarten.
It is Portland Public Schools’ policy to make an exception to the age requirement for children who turn 5 after September 1st and on or before October 1st year they are to enter Kindergarten if the child is extremely advanced and highly capable both academically and socially.  However, most gifted children begin school by the State recommended age and remain with age-peers throughout their formal education.

Please complete the form on the back of this letter and return it directly to the TAG Office.  We must have your observation evaluation to consider Early Entry.

Please call us with any questions, 503 916 3358.

PRESCHOOL TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE

DIRECTIONS:  Read the statements below.  Place a check in the space provided IF the child shows that particular characteristic MORE OFTEN THAN other children of the same age. 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR


_____ Has a prolonged attention span.


_____ Remains on task despite distractions


_____ Completes assigned tasks


_____ Handles changes, transitions, and unscheduled events


_____ Follows rules and class routines

_____ Works well independently (shows self-direction and organization)


_____ Uses time wisely when finished with assigned tasks

LEARNING ABILITY


_____ Shows an interest in books  
_____ Read simple words
_____ Reads books independently
_____ Learns skills faster than peers
_____ Retains what she/he has heard or seen
_____ Has wide range of interests
_____ Indicates curiosity by asking questions
_____ Shows understanding of number concepts above age expectations (understands yesterday, today, tomorrow, number sequencing, arithmetic operations)
_____ Demonstrates original, creative thinking (improvises with common materials, has good imagination, does projects independently)
_____ Demonstrates developed visual motor skills (copying shapes, writes name, copies letters and numbers)

SOCIAL/COMMUNICATION

_____ Speaks more fluently than peers (large vocabulary, advanced sentence structure)


_____ Initiates conversations with variety of classmates


_____ Takes turns in conversation


_____ Demonstrates sense of humor


_____ Plays cooperatively in group with minimal adult supervision


_____ Retells story including important parts and many details

EMOTIONAL MATURITY


  _____ Handles mistakes and frustrations in an adaptive way


  _____ Shares and takes turns


  _____ Shows range of emotions appropriate to situation


  _____ Separates easily from parents


  _____ Solves social problems in appropriate manner

When you compare this child with others about the same age, do you think she/he is


  _____ average


  _____ somewhat above average


  _____ considerably above average 
Comment on any other particular strengths and/or talents or weaknesses you have observed: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name (Print): ________________________________    Signature: _____________________________     Date: _________________
Daycare / Preschool: __________________________    Address: _______________________________________________________    
Phone: _____________________________________    Email: _________________________________________________________
Number of years you have been teaching: _________    Number of years at this Daycare/Preschool: _________
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