Ideas for DIFFERENTIATION:  A PLAN FOR TEACHERS
	Class
	Subject

	Date
	Teacher


	Area
	Differentiation Strategy

	Learning Environment / Grouping


	Safe, flexible, respectful learning environment where students take risks and seek out appropriate challenge

Within Class Grouping:  by ability, readiness, learning style, interests.

Cluster Grouping:  Intentionally assigning 4-8 students of similar ability students to one class
Flexible grouping:  Students move easily between different types of groups and the need for different groups is honored and respected
Across class groupings:  Within a grade, within a subject matter, across grades…
Use of Tiered Lesson or Activity Planning

**Use of parents, volunteers, and Educational assistance can also go here



	Content 
	Material available with increased level of abstract concepts

Increased complexity of concepts

Increased number and variety of concepts presented throughout the unit

Real world applications

Integrated learning, connections made with other disciplines

Curriculum Compacting


	Process

(Including Higher Order Thinking Skills)
	Students provided with choice of activities, learning experiences, products, assessments.

Open-ended learning tasks

Questioning Strategies

Variable pace of learning: facilitate less time on lower order thinking and more time on higher order thinking

· Bloom’s taxonomy 

· Osburne-Parne problem-solving model

· Autonomous Learning Model

Problem-based or inquiry-based learning methods

Plan for use of Creative Thinking like the William’s Model

Use of Graphic Organizers that encourage critical and creative thinking

· De Bono’s 6 Thinking Hats

· SCAMPER

· RAFT

· Concept Maps

Development of meta-cognitive strategies, enabling students to articulate the learning processes they have undertaken



	Product
	Real problems, audience, purpose, product, and deadlines

Authentic and appropriate assessments, including

· Self-assessment

· Rubrics

· Real world criteria

· Peer Assessment

· Real audience assessment

· Negotiated assessment

· Choice of assessment products

	Resources
	List materials here, including District Adopted materials and additional resources used to differentiate.

Wide Variety

Variety of Formats

Varying and increased complexity


	Management Strategies


	Pre-Assessment of readiness, abilities and interests

Curriculum Compacting

Content Area Acceleration

Learning Contracts

Student-Teacher Conferences...negotiated learning experiences

Tiered Lessons/ Assignments/ Products

Anchor Activities (tasks that students move to when assigned work is completed)

Online Learning Programs

Learning Centers or Stations

“Orbitals”:  Short term independent investigations around the core concept)

Complex Questioning/ Instruction

Portfolio Development
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