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Definition of Curriculum Compacting

Curriculum compacting is a three-step process implemented by the teacher for one or more students who have mastered portions of the essential curriculum:

1) pre-assess to determine what a student knows about content/skills to be taught;

2) modify learning activities so that student receives instruction only about what he/she does not already know

3) provide alternative learning activities that offer acceleration of meaningful, challenging enrichment

Purposes of Curriculum Compacting

· Provide challenge and differentiated learning for highly able students

· Avoid teaching students what they already know
· Enrich or accelerate the essential curriculum

· Provide opportunities for new learning with time earned by demonstrating mastery on a pre-assessment

Advantages of Curriculum Compacting

· Challenge students appropriately

· Use planning and instructional time effectively

· Eliminate boredom by providing continued learning instead of redundant assignments 

· Implement in any curriculum area

· Target specific learning activities for individuals or groups 
· Promote flexible grouping in the classroom
· Promote creative and critical thinking for students

· Develop students’ time-management, planning, and decision–making skills

· Enable students to work at an appropriate pace

· Recognize students’ prior knowledge

· Increase students’ independence, motivation and class participation
“Think Abouts” for Curriculum Compacting

· Essential curriculum standard(s) upon which compacting will be based

· Provision for student challenges 
· Teacher-selected tasks and student-selected tasks
· Criteria to be used in evaluating student work

· Content and skills based on mastery, interests, and/or learning profile of student(s)
· 
· Working conditions for students

· Practice, drill, or instructional time streamlined for students who generally learn faster than their classmates

· Optional letter to notify parents of compacted learning activities 

· Timelines and due dates

Steps for Curriculum Compacting

Pre-Assessment:

· Determine pre-assessment and mastery expectations for students

· Pre-assess students on one or more of the identified objectives before beginning instruction

Modification of Learning Activities to Meet Student Needs:

· Identify students who have mastered the objectives or who have the potential to master them at faster than normal pace

· Analyze whether identified students need enrichment or acceleration

· Determine when identified student(s) will be required to participate in whole group instruction 

· Determine timeline for introducing skills/concepts

Provision of Alternative Learning Experiences:

· Collect or create enrichment or acceleration resources/materials

· Create schedule of due date(s) and conferences to discuss student progress

· Explain alternative learning activities to students

· Evaluate student work

Enrichment/Acceleration Options for Curriculum Compacting

· Interest centers

· Learning centers

· Independent investigations

· Anchor activities 

· Alternative texts that provide challenge or opportunities for advanced application

· Mentors to guide advanced content learning 

· Small seminar groups for advanced studies
· Enrichment learning activities for part or all of a unit

· Accelerated curriculum activities

· Extension menus

· Learning contracts

Resources Available on Gifted and Talented Education Link at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.fcpsteach.org" 

www.fcpsteach.org
:

· Pre-assessment Options

· Sample parent notification letter

· Product Idea Web

· Planner for Compacted Students

· Working Conditions Contract

· Student Progress Log
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