	PD Topic:   Grouping Options 






 Level of Understanding:      Foundation
Definition of Topic:  This level of PD is designed to build awareness and understanding of various grouping options. The intent of grouping is to provide a better instructional match between students and their individual needs.
Location of  Documents and Supports:  TAG Website, Educator Resources, Grouping

	Name of Document (location?)
	What is this?
	Where does it fit in the presentation?

	PowerPoint:  Brief Overview of Grouping
	Originally presented to Administrators, this short powerpoint describes the very basic types of grouping options: 
-Between-Class 
-Within-Class: Flexible 
-Cluster Grouping  
Notes are included in edit mode for the presenter. 


	Fits as the basic structural support for a Foundational Level presentation on Grouping Options.
The following documents should accompany the discussion of this presentation:

· Common Language Regarding Grouping
· Definition of Terms

· Flexible Grouping article

· Pre-Assessment Strategies


	Common Language Regarding Grouping doc
	Basic definitions of different types of grouping.
	This document includes the definition for ability or aptitude grouping, which is discussed in more depth in the Application section.

	Definition of Terms doc
	Definitions of TAG terms
	Includes many terms related to the teaching of high-ability students

	Flexible Grouping article
	Scanned chapter on Flexible Grouping from Best Practices in Gifted Education by Robinson, Shore, and Enersen, 2007
	Provides research study information on the different types of flexible grouping: between-class (Joplin Plan), within-class, pull-out programs, cooperative, and cluster grouping.  
Studies give achievement results and positive benefits of each of these grouping options. (Includes several cautions about heterogeneous cooperative grouping.)

	Pre-Assessment Strategies doc
	List of Pre-Assessment strategies.  

	Use either as discussion for slide 2 or after the PowerPoint.  Successful grouping cannot occur without the pre-assessment of specific skills and prior knowledge.








Foundational Grouping Strategies
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