	PD Topic:  Characteristics of Gifted Students                                                                Level of Understanding:  Application
This level of Professional Development support is designed for teachers and schools who have a foundational understanding of characteristics of gifted students and are ready to utilize structures and supports within the school to explore details and apply their learning to the identification and service of gifted students.

Location of  Documents and Supports:  Varies, look at name of document

	Name of Document
	What is this?
	Where does it fit?

	STEP ONE (Required if not completed during the Foundation Level)
Characteristic Strengths and Challenges Associated with Giftedness.doc  (highly recommended as a structure for group discussions)

Found under Characteristics Foundations
	This is a handout and a worksheet designed to structure teacher table talk about the characteristic strengths and challenges of gifted students and what can be done on a classroom level to meet the needs of these students while utilizing their strengths
	This specific handout is designed to guide small groups in a discussion about the characteristics of giftedness that are found on the Identification Forms.  Participants must think about the positive attributes that are associated with Learning, Advanced Skills, High Motivation (etc…) as well as think about the challenges that a gifted student presents if this area of ability is not recognized or met within the classroom setting.  The group then discusses ways to draw on characteristic strengths in the classroom.  This activity can be done with 6 or 7 small groups, each taking a different characteristic and then having some sort of planned sharing like a gallery walk.  
For support of this activity, please make a copy of each of the following documents for each group.

· TAG_IDPF.doc  

· Attributes_of_Talented_and_Gifted_English_Learners.doc

· Characteristics_Underrepresented_Gifted_Students-Checklist.doc

· Possible_Problems_That_May_Be_Associated_With08.doc

	Book Support  (Strongly Recommended.  See TAG Office if your school does not have this book)
Chapter 3, “Rethinking How we do School and for Whom” The Differentiated Classroom Responding to the Needs of All Learners.  Tomlinson

An ASCD Study Guide for The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners


	One Chapter from a great book on Differentiation.  Chapter 3 does not speak specifically to differentiating to meet the needs of all students, but addresses How we think about the students we teach, the struggle for equity and excellence, and the use of grouping in the quest for excellence and equity.
	The reading and the associated ASCD study guide can be used as an assignment for all staff and a large group discussion or it can be used within the school’s PLC, collaborative team, or grade level team structure for a focused conversation around differentiation and giftedness.

	Gifted English Language Learners

1. Best Practices for Adolescent ELLs (pdf) The Best of Educational Leadership 2008-09
2. Who Are Gifted/Talented English Language Learners (pdf) Identifying Gifted and Talented Eng. Lang Learners K-12, 2008

3. What’s the Challenge, Recognizing Bias (pdf) Identifying Gifted and Talented Eng. Lang Learners K-12, 2008
	Variety of great articles regarding ELLs.
	School leadership to determine best fit for use.  Great resource for schools that have identified “Characteristics of Giftedness” on their Building TAG Plan and have already completed MOST of the Basic Level understanding.

	Supporting Articles:
1 & 2 also found at www.portaportal.com and sign is as a guest of PPSTAG

1.  Underachievement among gifted students of color: implications for educators   Theory Into Practice, Spring, 2005 by James L. Moore, III, Donna Y. Ford, H. Richard Milner 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0NQM/is_2_44/ai_n13783933/
2.  Giftedness and High School Dropouts: Personal, Family, and School-related Factors by Joseph S. Renzulli, Sunghee Park.  National Research Center on Gifted and Talented

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nrcgt/renzpark.html
3,4, 5 are scanned copies and are found as Educator Resources for Characteristics on the TAG Web Page.
3.  On Being Gifted and Adolescent (pdf) Handbook of Secondary Gifted Education.

4.  The Wounded Student (pdf) Educational Leadership March 2008
5.  Beyond the Apathy (pdf) Educational Leadership March 2008
	
	Truly meant to support the work and conversations at the building level.  It is strongly recommended that these articles are used in conjunction with the school’s PLC, Collaborative Team, or grade level team model and that protocols are used to guide participants through a facilitated discussion of the articles.
Several text-based protocols can be found at 

http://www.nsrfharmony.org/protocols.html 
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Text Rendering are all good examples.

	Supporting Websites and Links
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/underachievement.htm
	
	This link leads the user to a series of links complied by Hoagie’s Gifted.  
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