Grouping examples

from PPS TAG Building Plan


	TAG Programs and Services

· Specific description of all options for acceleration available to students

· Specific description of how teachers use grouping options to meet the needs of TAG students

· Specific description of differentiation strategies in place

· Description of how TAG identified students access these services


	 Reading Acceleration K-3:

Teachers use Dibels

Students in kindergarten through third grade "walk to read" for their reading block. (within or across grade level grouping)
This includes differentiation in their small group instruction.  The teachers use McMillan McGraw above level reading materials, other materials that are a grade level higher as challenge reading and comprehension, and extensions to meet the reading needs of our TAG students.  

Students take the end of unit test after each theme.  The teachers look at data and make sure all students are making adequate gains as they reassign groups.   
4-8th Reading:

Fourth to eighth grade teachers provide leveled literacy groups within the classroom.

 Word study is provided focusing on suffixs and prefixes to prepare for upper level work.

Students take various tests to demonstrate continual growth- These include SRI, AR, DIBELS, and unit tests.  Teacher analyzes data and adjusts groups and lesson to meet student needs.
Math Acceleration:

We designed our Master Schedule to provide for common math instruction blocks for first- 3rd grade and a block for fifth- eighth grade students. These block curriculum times allow students to move between grade levels and to receive accelerated 

instruction by units/strands or by trimesters as needed.  Students are accelerated according to assessed need.  

Third and fourth grade students needing acceleration will receive small group work, mixed age tutors and compacting of curricula within their classroom.

Movement between grade levels is determined by beginning of the year assessments, last year's teacher recommendations, and state assessment scores.  

Algebra is a course offered to students as appropriate.

Students are pre-assessed before units to determine compacting and acceleration needs, these are offered within classrooms as needed.

Other subjects:

Students will have open time

(opportunities to buy back instruction time) to research self-selected topics and prepare presentations using presentation software including PowerPoint and SMART Board.  

Students will generate an interests/question list to utilize during independent research time.

Fourth –eighth grade students will use PowerPoint, Word, Excel, and Publisher. Students will have access to incorporating the digital camera (images and video clips) and graphics programs into writing/research projects. 

TAG students will work with the technology teacher on special projects in a pull-out model.  

Other tools of acceleration provided in classrooms:

Compacting, individual contracts, extensions, tiered lessons, high level questioning strategies, and flexible groups.

Enrichment will be provided for TAG students either within the school day or through our SUN program.  .

Clustering of most of our TAG student has aided the above.

	Reading groups formed and started

Lesson plans

Unit test administered and new groups designed as appropriate.

Lessons plans

Lesson plans

Tests administered, data analyzed

Master schedule created

Students targeted, small groups formed and accommodations provided

Students attending accelerated classroom as appropriate

Algebra on schedule

Lesson Plans

Pre-tests administered

Lesson plans 

.

Research Projects occurring as needed 

Students generate list of topics for future study

Technology lesson plans

Class in schedule

Lesson Plans in classrooms

Individual contracts as needed

Calendar and class schedules

Every grade level has at least 1 enrichment opportunity

Class lists


	September 30, 2008

On-going

Approx. every 6 weeks

On- going

On-going

On-going

September 1, 2008

September 30, 2008

September 15, 2008 

September 1, 2008

At beginning of each strand in classrooms

On-going

October 15, 2008

On-going

Winter term

On-going

On-going

June 2008


