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Unit 1: Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization

	Types
	Resources
From www.teachtci.com

	Writing Ideas
from www.teachtci.com

	Comments
	Additional Ideas

	Biography Resources
	The Life of Archeologist Kathleen Kenyon
	Create a historical marker describing Kenyon’s importance, contributions, and accomplishments.

	Evaluative skills for reading are involved.
Provides an opportunity to integrate art skills.
.
	· Create a comic strip story board showing important markers in Kenyon’s life.
· Write a poem/song/rap commemorating Kenyon’s life and her contributions to the historical record.

· Make an illustrated poster (or tri-board) presenting the field of archeology and Kenyon’s contributions to it.

	Literature Resources
	Poems Abou
The Hero of Sumer: King Gilgamesh of Uruk

	Make a movie poster advertising an imaginary film about the Sumerian hero Gilgamesh.
	Very easy and fun!
Uses primary source fragment from the Epic of Gilgamesh, which even includes missing words (broken cuneiform tiles).

Nice left brain activity for the artists in your class.

If you want to require a writing component have students write a movie critique to go with the poster.


	· Make the movie itself.
· Make a comic book instead.

· Write and perform a skit depicting the important elements of the epic.

	Essays
	What Is History?
	Class discussion about the concept that “history” is interpretive in nature and open to discussion.
Socratic Seminar using guiding questions provided in the assignment.
	This resource works particularly well with chapter one (Investigating Our Past).  Students can consider that historians have to use clues (tools, cave paintings, etc.) rather than documents to piece together the ancient past.  Most of the clues can be reasonably interpreted in many ways.  
	· Students can look at the illustrations in chapter one before reading the accompanying text, and discuss/write their own interpretations of the data.  
· Jigsaw the five questions and have students work in pairs or groups to discuss interpretations, then explain/justify views to the larger group.

	Investigating Primary Sources
	What Is Justice? A View from the Code of Hammurabi
	Read a selection of Hammurabi’s code and compare/contrast the laws to our own ideas of justice today.  Analyze the implied beliefs of the time, and judge the fairness or unfairness of these laws from both their point of view and ours.
	The laws listed in the excerpts will really grab the attention of your students (they are very provocative).  Students will have a lot to say about what is fair and unfair!  This should make a very rich discussion.
This would be a great project for the whole class.


	· This activity asks you to read and discuss several questions based on the code excerpts.  A Socratic discussion would work for either a small group or the entire class.
· Students can also write their responses.
· A persuasive or compare/contrast essay would flow very naturally from any one of the prompts.



	Internet Project
	Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization
Internet Connections:

http://museums.ncl.ac.uk/archive/index.html
http://www.smm.org/catal/home.html
http://earlyhumans.mrdonn.org/introduction.html
http://www.culture.fr/culture/arcnat/lascaux/en/

	Students design a museum exhibit.
	A wonderful way to explore Mesopotamian civilizations!  The internet connections are very interesting.
	· Create an illustrated brochure that highlights a chosen Mesopotamian civilization.

· Paint a “cave painting” with index card captions to explain the civilization represented.

	Internet Project
	Exploring Four Empires of Mesopotamia
Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization
Connections (Links for Projects).  Note:  You will have to create an account to access the TCI webpage, and when you click on the link below you may be required to sign in again.

http://info.teachtci.com/products/wProgramResources.aspx?IsStudent=False&ProgramID=8&ResourceTypeID=8&ProgramChapterID=97&StateID=52

	Students use the resources on the site to develop an exhibit on the people of Mesopotamia.  They choose one civilization they believe had the greatest impact, write a five paragraph persuasive essay, create visuals, and present findings in a speech.
	Good idea for incorporating art and persuasive writing, but this is a major project.  Students would have to be motivated.
	· The project could be divided into smaller parts, taking one element rather than all three, or highlighting one element and reducing others.  For example, students could choose to do just the essay, or they might produce and compile a collection of art and artifacts with written tags to present to the class.
· Make an I-Movie presenting information on the chosen civilization.

· Develop and present a Power Point presentation on the chosen civilization.

· Develop and present a poem/song/rap to share information on the chosen civilization.

· To preserve the persuasive nature of the original project, all of the above products should take a stand on the original question, “which group of Mesopotamians had the most significant impact on history?”


