
(School letterhead)

Dear Parents,

This October, Portland Public Schools is testing every second grader in the district to screen for students with high reasoning and problem-solving abilities.  The NNAT is a pre-screening tool that may be used to help identify talented and gifted students in the district.  Schools and teachers may also use this information to decide if a student may need further assessments to help identify advanced academic or intellectual abilities.  

The NNAT is a brief, culture-fair, nonverbal measure of school ability.  It is based on a testing method (i.e., figural matrices) supported by more than a half century of research.  Items were developed to assess ability without requiring the student to read, write, or speak.  Students must rely on reasoning and problem-solving skills, not on verbal skills.  The geometric shapes composing NNAT items are universal, so NNAT can be used with diverse populations of students. NNAT scores provide an estimate of the student’s ability based on the number of items answered correctly in relation to other students of the same grade or age.

Our school will be testing second graders on __(insert date) __.  Please make sure your child is at school on time that day, as make-ups will not be given.  Should you have any questions concerning the information within this letter, please call.
Thank you,

(School principal and TAG coordinator names)

