	Parent and Guardian Rights 
(1) Parents are to be informed of the programs and services available to their TAG identified child.

(2) Parents have an opportunity for input to and discussion of the programs and services their child will receive.

(3) The parents of an identified TAG student may, at any time, request withdrawal of their child from programs and services.  The school district shall notify parents of identified students of this right.
(4) Parent permission shall be obtained for any individual testing. 
(5) Parents shall be informed of their right to appeal decisions regarding identification and service, and file a complaint under OAR 581-022-1940.
How can Parents be involved?
Be informed about and involved in your child’s education as a supportive advocate. Know your child’s area(s) of strength and TAG identification.
Parents and Guardians are encouraged to:

· Communicate regularly with the classroom teacher about rate and level of instruction.

· Add appropriate input to an individual TAG Plan regarding services in the classroom.

· Attend your school’s evening TAG parent meeting and our district parent meetings to learn about giftedness and opportunities.
· Read about educating gifted students.
· Network with other parents.

How are students identified?
PPS identifies students who perform at or have the potential to perform at the 97th percentile on nationally standardized tests of mental ability, and/or academic ability in Math or Reading.  Identification criteria also include parent/teacher observation, work sample evidence and social-emotional variables.
	What Else Should I Know?

Additional TAG FAQs found on the TAG website under Parents.

What are the teachers’ responsibilities?
(1) Know the TAG identified students in the classroom.  Identification is recorded into eSIS (electronic student information system).  Teachers can access individual TAG information or class lists.
(2) Provide instruction at the assessed rate and level.

What are Rate and Level of Learning?
Rate of Learning is a measure of the pace at which the student successfully progresses through the curriculum after being placed at an appropriate instructional level.
Level of Learning is the student’s instructional level in the curriculum and the place where the student will be successful, but will encounter knowledge and skills not yet learned or mastered. Level is more than advanced grade level; it involves complexity and sophistication of concepts.
What are some examples of how services are provided to TAG students? 
Acceleration-altering the pace or speed of learning and providing more sophisticated resources for learning.

Flexible- or ability grouping—students of similar ability are grouped for specific skill areas, within a classroom, a grade level, or across grade levels.

Differentiation—teachers modify the content (curriculum, goals) the process (activities) to learn content, the product (demonstration of what has been learned), or the environment (where learning takes place) to match a student’s academic and intellectual needs.
How do parents know the level and rate are appropriate?
· Students are challenged and not frustrated by work that is too easy or too hard.
· The student is learning new concepts.

· The student pursues deeper and/or more complex work.
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6433 NE Tillamook
Portland Oregon 97213
TAG Office 503-916-3358

FAX 503-916-3296
Office Email

Office Manager:  Andrea Atherton
aatherto@pps.k12.or.us 

TAG Website

www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/tag/


Copies of the complete Parent Handbook are in school offices and in the TAG Office.  Please ask for your copy today.

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society.  All individuals and groups shall be treated with fairness in all activities, programs and operations, without regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.



        Board of Education Policy 1.80.20-P

	The Oregon Talented and Gifted 

Education Act of 1987 

OAR 518-022-1320, 1320, 1330 OAR 581-022-1510

The State TAG Mandate focuses on several aspects of gifted education:
I. Identification of students who perform at, or have the potential to perform at the 97th percentile.

II. Programs and Services to identified students: providing for the appropriate rate and level of instruction for those students.

III. Communication to parents regarding the appeals process and their rights and responsibilities relating to identification, programs and services.
TAG in the Classroom

All Students:
In compliance with the Oregon TAG Mandate, PPS focuses on meeting the student’s instructional level and rate of learning every day in the classroom across the curriculum. Classroom teachers should modify the instruction to provide appropriate content challenge and instructional pacing.
Elementary School (K-8):
Every fall, the teacher writes a TAG Instructional Plan for the student using parent input and assessment information to determine level and rate of learning in each subject. Modification may include flexible grouping, curriculum compacting, independent study projects, acceleration, critical thinking, and higher level questioning strategies. 
Middle- and High School:
The Oregon TAG Mandate assures that parents and students are notified of the programs and services available to them and that the school programs are designed to meet assessed levels. Upon request by student, parent, teacher, or a counselor, an individual plan will be written. Please contact the District TAG Office for more information.
	TAG at the Building LEvel

All schools are required to write a Building TAG Plan.  This plan describes the methods that are in place at the school-wide level to meet the needs of TAG and Highly Capable students  Within the plan, schools outline their efforts to make sure that all teachers know who is TAG identified in the classroom.  The plan also outlines specific school-based actions for providing services to TAG students, professional development to staff, and communication to parents.

	








