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Feature Story

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

*GROWING A MIDDLE SCHOOLER

Imagine the thoughts of fifth-grade students preparing to enter middle

school. What sorts of questions are forming in their minds? What 

fears make their hearts race and palms sweat? Plenty! The student 

may be asking: What is middle school like? Will I get lost? 

Will I be challenged?...

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_feature.html 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE... 

*LISTENING FOR WHAT GIFTED CHILDREN DON'T SAY

Gifted children often talk a lot. Their early vocabulary astounds their 

audiences and attracts amazed praise. The frequent and extraordinary 

approval reinforces their verbal skills and, by classical conditioning, 

causes them to feel intelligent while they’re talking. It’s no wonder 

they’re often so willing to share their knowledge—sometimes 

nonstop—with parents, classmates, teachers, and almost anyone 

who is willing to listen...

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_ee.html 

*K-8 COMEBACK

Because middle school education (grades 6-8) in the United States 

has struggled in terms of academic achievement, school districts in 

several states are returning to the K-8 model.  Reform is underway 

in Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, and districts in at least eight other 

states across the nation are considering merging their middle schools 

and elementary schools into K-8s...

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_rb.html 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MORE IN THIS ISSUE... 

*COGNITIVE BENEFITS OF LEARNING LANGUAGES

Foreign language programs are often one of the first items to be 

scrutinized and cut when elementary, middle, and high schools 

in the U.S. face poor performance evaluations or budget crunches. 

However, many studies have demonstrated the benefits of second

language learning not only on student’s linguistic abilities but on

 their cognitive and creative abilities as well...

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_ef.html 

*FAMILY FUN—CONNECTING THROUGH LANGUAGES

...So the main question was not if, but how to incorporate language 

instruction into my homeschooling program for my fourth and sixth 

graders.  We discussed the different language options and decided 

that we wanted to study Italian. 

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_pp.html 

*FOREIGN LANGUAGE SOFTWARE: AN ALTERNATIVE TO CLASSROOM

LEARNING?

...One alternative to traditional learning language, especially for home 

schooling, is language learning software.  With advancing technology, 

the companies who produce these programs are able to claim a more 

complete language education experience, but do they really 

deliver on their claims?...

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol8no1_pt.html 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TOPICS FROM PAST ISSUES

*NEGOTIATING DOWNTIME WITH YOUR CHILD

When our 12-year-old daughter, Lauren, began to respond to our 

simplest requests with anger and resentment, my husband, Bill, 

and I pressed her to explain why she felt so offended. Her 

exasperated response, “I never get a moment’s peace,” confounded us.

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol5no4_pp1.html 

*CUSTOMIZING A GIFTED EDUCATION PROGRAM

My fifth grade son was just identified by his school to participate in the 

gifted and talented program. No plans are being made to customize 

instruction specifically to his strengths—they are just going to plug him 

into the pre-existing gifted program that meets once a week. 

Shouldn’t the program be tailored to fit the student, not vice versa?

Read more>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/articles/vol7no1_cc.html 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Subscribe FREE: Get Duke Gifted Letter in your Mailbox

We'll send you e-mail alerts when new issues are 

posted (Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer).

Subscribe here>> http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/subscribe/index.php 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This e-mail is being sent because you enrolled in the free online 

subscription 

reminder at http://www.dukegiftedletter.com/subscribe/index.php 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Your privacy is important to us. For details 

about how Duke TIP handles your personal 

information, see the Duke TIP Privacy Policy.

Read more>> http://www.tip.duke.edu/about/privacy_statement 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you have questions or comments,

please send a message to the editors at dgl@tip.duke.edu.
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