Academic Competitions 

Many organizations offer highly able students challenging opportunities for recognition.  Some contests sponsored by these organizations are team competitions and require you to enter through your school.  Others offer individual opportunities.  
K-12:
Bridge Building Competition  http://bridgecontest.phys.iit.edu/
Chess for Success.  Regional and State tournaments are co-hosted with OMSI for gr K thru 12.

Destination Imagination http://www.idodi.org/  Oregon Destination Imagination http://www.oregondi.org/ 
International Science and Engineering Fair.  http://www.societyforscience.org/isef/about 

Invent America!  US Patent Model Foundation, http://www.inventamerica.org/index.html 
Junior Great Books   http://www.greatbooks.org/index.php?id=32 
Math Elementary Internet http://mathforum.org/students/elem/intnet.html 
National French Contest http://www.frenchteachers.org/concours/  (Similar programs available in German, Greek, Latin, Spanish, etc.)
National History Day Contest   http://www.nhd.org/Contest.htm 
National Latin Exam   http://www.nle.org/ 
National Mythology Exam   http://www.medusaexam.org/ 
OMSI/CFS Tournament Questions, Lesson Plans: The Oregon Scholastic Chess Foundation prepared the Portland Chess Project Lesson Plans. These are 30 lesson plans to help those who teach beginning to intermediate players. They also have good information on Teaching Procedure, Ethics of Scholastic Chess, and Characteristics of a Good Chess Club Advisor.  Copies are available for $15 each. http://www.chessforsuccess.org/ 
Oregon Writing Festival is on 1st Saturday in May at Portland State Univ., 9 AM-3 PM, for grades 4 through 12.  Students from all over the state of Oregon gather to share their writing, meet published authors, and workshop writing with teachers of writing. http://www.octe.org/events_oregonwritingfestival.html Contact your teacher for registration.
PPS Science Expo nwse.org email Nancy LaPotin, nwse.org 

PPS News from May 2010 http://www.pps.k12.or.us/news/3101.htm The 2nd Annual PPSSE will be held on March 4, 2010 at Benson HS.  This is for high school students only.  Teachers if you would like to bring a class or come by yourself to celebrate the students science research a schedule is available at nwse.org
Science Olympiad http://soinc.org/ 
Science Web Resources available on PPS Curriculum site http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/curriculum/1855.htm 
Slam Dunk Science  A sports research lab in the science classroom. http://www.scire.com/sds/sdsmenu.html 
Spelldown   District competition for grades 3 through 12 in April.  MESD in May; State over Labor Day weekend at State Fair is in Salem. Contact your school. Schools go to Curriculum or TAG websites for contact information http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/tag/ 
Stock Market Game  http://www.smg2000.org/ 
Young Willamette Writers http://www.willamettewriters.com/yww.htm 
Young Writers Contest  http://www.youngvoicesfoundation.org/youngvoiceshome.html 
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Johns Hopkins Young Students Talent Search:  Fifth & Sixth Grades and Second through Fourth Grades and Seventh & Eighth Grade  www.jhu.edu/gifted 
National Geographic Bee.  Gr K-8, This is an individual not team competition       http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/ 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ONLY:

Johns Hopkins Talent Search:  Seventh & Eighth Grades   www.jhu.edu/gifted
MATHCOUNTS   http://mathcounts.org/ 

Middle School Science Bowl  Bonneville Power Administration www.bpa.gov/corporate/education/science_bowl http://www.scied.science.doe.gov/nsb/ms/Rules_Forms_Resources.htm 

National Spelling Bee  http://www.spellingbee.com For Grades 6 through 8 only.  Sponsored locally by the Portland Tribune newspaper and Comcast.   Winner attends an all-expense paid trip to the National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC.
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL:

American Junior High School and High School Mathematics Exams   Mathematical Association of American, 1529 Eighteenth St NW, Washington, DC  20036 http://amc.maa.org/ 
Computer Science Contest   American Computer Science League, PO Box 40118, Providence, RI 02906 http://www.acsl.org/ 
Let’s Get Real 624   Waltonville Road, Hummelstown, PA  17036  www.lgreal.org 
National Academic League   MS and HS team competition.  National competition in early May - Wichita, Kansas       www.nalnet.org 
HIGH SCHOOL ONLY:

AHSME  American High School Mathematics Exam  American Mathematics Competitions, Univ of Nebraska, 800  527-3690  www.unl.edu/amc 
Intel Science Talent Search, a program of Society for Science & the Public, is America's oldest and most prestigious pre-college science competition http://www.intel.com/about/corporateresponsibility/education/sts/index.htm 
High School Science Bowl   Bonneville Power Adm, www.bpa.gov/corporate/education/science_bowl 
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