Common Language Regarding Grouping
Determining the most appropriate ways to organize students for learning is a key for differentiating instruction.

“Flexible use of student groups is the heart of Differentiated instruction.”  Diane Heacox, Ed.D.

Flexible Grouping is used as needed and does not create permanent groups.  The intent is to provide a better instructional match between students and individual needs. Grouping is changed regularly to match student needs to task at hand.
Optimum times for changing groups are 
· at exit points on curriculum map or the completion of a unit/investigation.

· when students haven’t yet mastered skills or content and others are ready to move on.

· when some students would benefit from advanced tasks.
Tracking:  Students group according to general learning abilities rather than particular talents and groups stay together for most of the day every day

Ability or Aptitude Grouping:  Students are grouped according to scores on standardized test of aptitude, intelligence or ability.  If groups stay together for most all or most of subjects, it becomes tracking 

· Can be within class grouping, referred to as clustering for instruction, lessons or projects
· Pull-out programming gathers gifted learners together focusing on enrichment 

activities

· Special Class model assigns classes by ability and not age 

Performance grouping:  Students are grouped according to grades or performance in a particular subject, for example- accelerated, enriched, or advanced classes.  Performance data can come from the DRA, teacher observations, and classroom pre-assessment data.
Cluster Grouping: Placing a group of 3-6 identified TAG students in a mixed-ability classroom teachers are trained to teach exceptionally capable students. 
Cooperative Grouping:  Students are grouped for collaborative work; either by the teacher or by student choice.

Note:  Flexible grouping can still be used with ability/aptitude, cluster and performance grouping
