Activity:  Characteristic Strengths and Challenges Associated with Giftedness

	Trait from the IDPF
	Associated Strengths
	Associated Challenges
	What do I do in the classroom to draw on student strengths? 

	Learning
	· Retains and learns information easily 
· Uses complex language/large vocabulary 
· Shows strong memory, quick recall
· Carries out complex instructions with ease


	· Impatient with others

· Frustrated with basic or repetitive routines
	

	Reading Skills
	· Reads/comprehends on an advanced level 
· Shows high level thinking 
· Expresses ideas well
· Elaborates on ideas and asks questions


	· Demonstrates boredom with school work and/or age peers
	

	Math Skills
	· Uses advanced computations and/or complex math systems 
· Exhibits quick mastery of skills 


	
	

	Interests
	· Demonstrates unusual or advanced interests
· Is considered an “expert” on certain topics
· Displays academic/artistic creativity


	
	

	Trait from the IDPF
	Associated Strengths
	Associated Challenges
	What do I do in the classroom to draw on student strengths? 

	Reasoning and Problem Solving
	· Recognizes patterns & connections 
· Is a keen observer 
· Makes mental connections
· Devises strategies to solve problem 
· Has “out-of-the-box” ways to solve problems 

	
	

	Motivation
	· Is a Self- or Independent starter

· Is an independent worker 
· Does not follow the typical path 
· Intrinsically motivated

	
	

	Leadership
	· Self-confident
· Well-liked
· Demonstrates leadership
· Seeks to organize things and people


	
	


