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Talented and Gifted

6433 NE Tillamook
Portland, Oregon  97213
503.916.3358 / FAX 503.916.3296
January 20___-___
To:
Preschool Director

Fr:
TAG Office
RE:
Early Entry into First Grade
School Year 20___-___
Child's Name_____________________________

One of your current/former students has applied to enter Portland Public Schools early into First Grade.

The State of Oregon stipulates that children turn 6 years old on or before September 1 to enter First Grade.

It is the Portland Public Schools' policy to make an exception to the age requirement for children who turn 6 years old after September 1st and on or before October 1st of the school entry year will be considered for early entry into 1st grade if the child is extremely advanced and highly capable.  However, most gifted children begin school by the State recommended age and remain with age-peers throughout their formal education.

Please complete the form on the back of this letter and return it directly to the TAG Office.  We must have your observation evaluation to consider Early Entry.

Please call us with any questions, 503 916 3358.

Office of Talented & Gifted Education

6433 NE Tillamook
Portland, OR 97213
503 916 3296 FAX

Teacher Checklist for Early Entry into First Grade

Directions:  Place a check in the space provided if the child shows that particular characteristic more often (or frequently) compared to other children of the same age.

1. Shows an interest in books.

· ___ Can read simple words.

· ___ Is already reading; name of book(s)_________________________________

2. Learns skills faster than peers.

· ___Learns rapidly with less practice.

· ___Retains what he/she has heard or seen.

3. Interested in wide range of things.

· ___Is curious about many topics.

· ___Asks provocative questions (how, why?)

4.   Works well independently.

· ___Organizes and directs self; assumes mature responsibilities.

· ___Thinks of things to do when finished with work.

5.   Speaks more fluently than peers.

· ___Utilizes larger vocabulary than peers.

· ___Uses better sentence structure than peers.

· ___Notes details in content.

6.   Has a prolonged attention span.

· ___Has longer attention span than peers.

· ___Able to remain on task despite distractions.

7.   Understands number concepts advanced for age group.

· ___Uses correctly time concepts related to yesterday, today and tomorrow.

· ___Understand number sequencing, and what number comes after 10?  Before 15?

· ___Understands addition, subtraction and possibly multiplication.

8.   Exhibits originality in thinking or actions.

· ___Has a good imagination.

· ___Improvises with common materials and objects.

9.   Has keen powers of observation.

· ___Perceives cause and effect relationships beyond the situation.

· ___Is alert and responds quickly.

· ___Indicates possibly a photographic memory.

10.  Displays qualities of leadership.

· ___Helps others do work, acts like a teacher.

11.  When you compare this child with others about the same age, do you think he/she is:

· ___ Somewhat above average;

· ___About average;

· ___Considerably above average.

Comment on any other particular strengths and/or talents or weaknesses you have observed.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name (print and signature)_________________________________    Date_____________

Daycare/Preschool__________  Address__________________________   Phone__________________   

Email____________________

Number of years you have been teaching?___________  Number of years at this Daycare/Preschool_______






� EMBED Imaging.Document  ���








_1034513412.bin

