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Portland Public Schools

Talented and Gifted

6433 NE Tillamook
Portland, Oregon  97213
503.916.3358 / FAX 503.916.3296
Early Entry into First Grade
School Year 20___-___
Dear Parent or Guardian,

Thank you for your interest in Early Entry into First Grade.

Early Entry is granted for an intellectually and academically advanced child who would not otherwise be allowed to enter first grade for another year due to their date of birth.  However, it should be noted that the majority of our intellectually advanced students enter according to the date established by the State:

6 years old on or before September 1st, to enter First Grade

Children who turn 6 after September 1st and on or before October 1st will be considered for early entry into first grade if they complete the early entry admission process and meet the District’s criteria.

To be considered for early entry into first grade at their neighborhood school child/family must:
1st 
Pick up the appropriate "Early Entry" packet at your neighborhood school, from the TAG Department or download from the TAG webpage:  www.tag.pps.k12.or.us:  “Early Entry into First Grade”.

2nd 
Forward the Preschool Early Entry Questionnaire (enter your child’s name on letter) form to your child's preschool/daycare teacher(s).  The preschool/daycare should mail their questionnaire form directly to the TAG Department.
3rd 
Enroll your child into kindergarten at your neighborhood school.    
4th       Call the school and request a meeting for you and your child with the principal.  The principal will want    to make the initial assessment and decision as to whether or not early entry to first grade appears to be an appropriate route.  If early entry appears to be appropriate, submit the completed application to your school principal to review and sign.  The completed application must reach the TAG Department no later than September 15th. 
5th 
Your child will attend his/her kindergarten class, where he/she will be assessed and observed in the regular classroom setting by the teacher, principal, and a member of the TAG staff.  This observation period will be within the first 3 weeks of school.

6th 
After reviewing the application, testing and assessment reports, the TAG Department will make the final decision, in consultation with the principal, parents and school staff.  We will contact you with our recommendation, no later than September 30. The Appeals and Complaints process is posted on the tag webpage, from the TAG Department or at the school.    
To be considered for early entry into first grade as a transfer student the child/family must:

1st   
Complete the online Student Transfer form www.schoolchoice.pps.k12.or.us between last Friday in January and no later than second Friday in March at 5:00 p.m.

2nd 
Pick up the appropriate "Early Entry" packet at your neighborhood school, from the TAG Department or download from the TAG webpage:  www.tag.pps.k12.or.us.
3rd 
Forward the Preschool Early Entry Questionnaire form (enter your child’s name on letter) to your child's preschool/daycare teacher(s).  The preschool/daycare should mail their observation form directly to the TAG Department.

4th           If your child is selected through the lottery, you will register him/her for kindergarten at the requested school, according to the timelines provided by the Enrollment and Transfer Office at the time of notification from them.  If your child is not selected through the lottery, you should then follow steps 3-6 on the previous page.
5th        Once you register him/her for kindergarten at the requested school, contact the TAG Department to inform us your child was selected through the lottery and that you want to start the first grade early entry process.     

6th        Call the school and request a meeting for you and your child with the principal.  The principal will want to make the initial assessment and decision as to whether or not early entry to first grade appears to be an appropriate route.  If early entry appears to be appropriate, submit the completed application to the school principal to review and sign.  The principal will advise you about space availability in first grade for that school year.  If there is no space in first grade, families will have the option of kindergarten in the requested school or returning to their home school and continuing with the Early Entry into First Grade process.  The completed application must reach the TAG Department no later than September 15th. 

7th 
Your child will attend his/her kindergarten class, where he/she will be assessed and observed in the regular classroom setting by the teacher, principal, and a member of the TAG staff.  This observation period will be within the first 3 weeks of school.

8th 
After reviewing the application, testing and assessment reports, the TAG Department will make the final decision, in consultation with the principal, parents and school staff.  We will contact you with our recommendation, no later than the end of September of the year the student will enter school. The Appeals and Complaints process is posted on the tag webpage, from the TAG Department or at the school.   

 For all families interested in early entry, please be advised the TAG Department is closed during the month of July, and staff do not return until mid-August.

Should you have any questions, please contact Andrea Atherton in the TAG Department at 503 916 3358. 















