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Early Entry into First Grade
Early Entry is an option offered by Portland Public Schools for students entering first grade, who are intellectually and/or academically advanced, and who were born after September 1st and on or before October 1st of the year the student turns six.  Early Entry is not mandated by the Oregon Legislature or the State Department of Education.  Great caution is exercised in allowing children to begin school earlier than their age peers, as this practice may compromise a child’s success later in their academic career.  Therefore, very few exceptions are made to our early entry criteria.  Generally these children score are shown to be performing significantly above the mean on a nationally normed test of academic skills.

Evaluation Criteria

The final determination to accept a student for Early Entry into First Grade will be based on the following criteria:

· test scores; performance in reading and math at or above the 95th percentile on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills  
· the child's preschool history and experiences;

· the child is in good health and free of emotional problems;

· eye-hand coordination should suggest at least average perceptual-motor skills;

· verbal and quantitative reasoning merit weight since these abilities appear central to school success.

· observational and assessment findings of kindergarten teacher, preschool teacher and parents
· observational and interview findings of principal
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