Engaging Students:  Incorporating Depth, Complexity, and Questioning Strategies into the classroom

	Topic
	What would an Administrator see in the classroom?

	Effective Questioning Techniques

	I. Plan for using questioning:
	1. Pick instructional materials that engage, develop, and challenge 

	
	2. Evidence in room of questioning process being taught: posters/teaching devices are apparent in the room

	
	3. Pick types of questions appropriate for lesson (new content, review assessment)

a. Open-To promote discussion or student interaction; to stimulate student thinking; to allow freedom to hypothesize, speculate, share ideas about possible activities, etc.

b. Closed-To check the retention of previously learned information, to focus thinking on a particular point or commonly-held set of ideas

c. Managerial-To keep the classroom operations moving

d. Rhetorical-To emphasize a point, to reinforce an idea or statement

	
	4. Develop questions to embed in lessons, in review and in assessments mindful of process skills and content knowledge.

	II. Teacher behavior (Teach/Model questioning strategies)

	A. Value silence: pace, wait-time
	3-5 seconds for divergent questions

2-3 seconds for convergent, literal or managerial questions

	
	Don’t repeat student answers, but paraphrase as needed.

	
	Think-Pair-Share

	B. Varied discussion strategies used
	Classroom Discussion Strategies like The Six Thinking Hats, Scored Discussions, Fishbowls, Think-Pair-Shares, Socratic Seminars…etc.

	
	Use of Bloom’s Taxonomy in Questioning

	C. Teacher appropriately challenging all students to become autonomous learners by developing deeper, more complex, and extensive understanding of subject matter
	Careful directions—written directions

	D. 
	Sequential orientation of new material

	
	Students are successful with activities

	
	Notices stress/off-task behavior

	
	Use student questions in lesson

	E. Use of Depth and Complexity related questions
	Critical thinking, inquiry, essential questions…

	Depth:  
1. Refers to how a person approaches “the big picture”
2. Concrete to abstract

3. Known to the unknown
	Encourages students to uncover the detail about how a car works

	Complexity:  
4. Bridges the content to other disciplines, enhancing the relevance for students

5. Complexity encourages students to

a. Relate to concepts and ideas at a sophisticated level
b. See associations among diverse subjects, topics, or levels

c. Find multiple solutions from multiple points of view
	Encourages students to see the working relationships between the different parts

	III. Student behaviors

	A. Students ask questions/exhibit autonomous learner behaviors
	Students ask their own questions

	B. 
	Students respond to other students’ questions

	C. 
	All students have opportunity to reflect upon, if not answer each question

	D. 
	Students exhibit metacognition- awareness or analysis of one's own learning or thinking processes

	E. Students analyze the level/type of questions being asked in class
	Students mention question type/level

Students use posters/teaching devices
Students write questions to be discussed/used in the lessons


