
Concept Mastery Routine Device Checklist

Teacher ________________________


Observer ______________________

School: ________________________


Subject: ______________________

Date ___________________________




Directions: Put a checkmark (√) by each component that you observe.

Concept  






pp. 7-8 in the Concept Mastery manual

represents one distinct category or class of persons, things, events, or objects;


represents  a critical concept needed for  foundational understanding in the course;

 
is an abstract, complex concept that students need help in understanding; 


is likely to be assessed in  unit, course, or state assessments.

Overall Concept





pp. 7-8 in the Concept Mastery manual

______is the name of a larger group that contains the concept targeted in a single word or short phrase;

is the name of the larger group -- not a repetition of the concept name or a characteristic of the concept;

______provides a meaningful description of the overall category that will help students to construct a good definition; for example, “Heroism (Targeted Concept) is conduct (Overall Concept) that…” 
Key Words 






pp. 7-8 in the Concept Mastery manual


include all terms needed to develop the Concept Diagram with special emphasis on presence of all of the “always” characteristics;


identifies Key Words as “always,” “sometimes”, or “never” characteristics or “examples” or 
“non-examples” using the symbols also used on the device (i.e., lines and ovals);


does not include distracter terms or unrelated terms that are not needed to develop the device;


includes Never Characteristics or Non-examples only if they are likely to cause misconceptions that must be corrected.

Always Characteristics




pp. 7-9 in the Concept Mastery manual


represent an Always Characteristic that must be present in all examples of the concept class;


are structured so that Always Characteristics are parallel (usually constructed with a verb followed by a noun or noun phrase.

Sometimes Characteristics.


are written so that all Sometimes Characteristics are parallel in structure;


are grouped  (and bracketed, if appropriate) for maximum efficiency;


help students see how different examples can fit into the same concept class.

Never Characteristics


are a characteristic that may never be present in an example of the concept class;


are few and well chosen to clarify common misunderstandings of the concept.

Examples






pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Mastery manual


have all of the Always Characteristics; 


illustrate illustrates one of the Sometimes characteristics; 


possess none of the Never Characteristics;


are well-chosen to pair with the corresponding Non-Example so that each pair progresses from very easy to distinguish to more challenging,

Non- Examples
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are missing at least one of the Always Characteristics and/or contain at least one of the Never Characteristics; 


are well-chosen to pair with the corresponding Example so that each pair progresses from very easy to distinguish to more challenging,

Testing Ground Examples




pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Mastery manual


are written in the central Testing Ground;


represent one (or more) previously unencountered Example(s) or Non-example(s);


if an example, contains all of the Always Characteristics and at least one of the Sometimes Characteristics;


if a non-example, contains at least one of the Never characteristics or lacks one or more of the Always Characteristics.

Concept Definition




pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Mastery manual


contains (a) the name of the concept; (b) the name of the superordinate concept; and (c) all of the Always Characteristics.. e.g., “ __________(Concept)  is a type of  __________(Overall Concept) with the following characteristics ___________.”) Examples may be included, but are not required.
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