
Concept Anchoring Device Checklist

Teacher ________________________


Observer ______________________

School: ________________________


Subject: ______________________

Date ___________________________




Directions: Put a checkmark (√) by each component that you observe. 
New Concept  





p. 7 in the Concept Anchoring manual

represents one distinct category or class of persons, things, events, or objects; 


represents  a critical concept required for foundational understanding;

 
makes an abstract, complex concept more understandable for students;


is likely to be important information that will be assessed in a unit, course, or state assessment.

Known Concept
pp. 7 & 8 in the Concept Anchoring manual


represents a different concept from New Concept but shares characteristics with the New Concept that are the basis for a sound analogy;


provides a connection to the New Concept (Known Concept is already familiar to the students).

Known Information 
p. 7 in the Concept Anchoring manual


contains accurate words or phrases about the Known Concept are correct prior knowledge;

are useful for developing the analogy to the New Concept.


Characteristics of the Known Concept
pp. 7 & 8 in the Concept Anchoring manual


are characteristics always present in the Known Concept;


provide the basis for developing a point-by-point analogy for the New Concept;


are listed in an order that allows parallel development of  characteristics of the New Concept.

Characteristics of the New Concept
pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Anchoring manual


are always present in the New Concept;


are listed in an order that  parallels those of the Known Information so that an analogy is created.

Characteristics Shared
pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Anchoring manual


are larger categories to which each pair of the characteristics of both  the Known Concept and the New Concept in a pair belong;


explain how the two concepts are similar and help students understand the analogy.

Understanding of the New Concept
pp. 7 & 9 in the Concept Anchoring manual


is a  sentence that (a) defines the New Concept by integrating all of the important characteristics of the New Concept OR (b) explains how the New Concept is related to the Known Concept.
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