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Dear Parent or Guardian,

Portland Public Schools sends claims to Oregon’s Medicaid agency for reimbursement of health related services and evaluations related to a health service described on your child’s IEP. This requires your consent. If you agree to give your consent, please check the first box at the bottom of the form and provide your signature and date you signed the consent. If you do not agree, please check the second box. If you have additional questions please contact ________________________ at _________________________.

Why does PPS bill Medicaid for covered services my child receives in school/programs?  Some children with disabilities are eligible for Medicaid funded health services. This funding helps schools/programs provide health services to Medicaid covered children. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) permits schools/programs to seek Medicaid reimbursement for service coordination and health services described on a child’s IEP.

What services does PPS bill Medicaid for? Portland Public Schools can only bill for Medicaid reimbursable evaluation and testing service(s), and the amount of health service(s) outlined in your child’s IEP such as: audiology services, nursing services, occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, psychological services, and social work services.

How often does PPS need to get my consent to bill Medicaid for the amount of health services on my child’s IEP? Parental consent is needed annually in relation to the annual IEP. Parental consent is also needed if the amount or duration for a Medicaid reimbursable health service specified in your child’s IEP is increased between annual IEP meetings.

How does PPS use the money they receive from Medicaid?  The money received is used to improve services provided to children eligible under the IDEA in the education setting.

If PPS bills Medicaid, will Medicaid services my child receives outside of the school/program setting be affected? Services received outside the school/program setting should not be affected. Medicaid reimbursable health services received from a community provider is authorized separately from the services provided in the school/program setting. If the family feels the community services are being affected, they are encouraged to contact Multnomah Education Service District. The Multnomah Education Service District will follow-up with the state’s Medicaid agency.  Please contact Sara Ellis, MESD Medicaid Supervisor, at 503-257-1770, for assistance.

If I do not sign the consent form, will it affect the health services my child receives in the school/program setting. No. Schools/programs are required to provide all IEP services regardless of whether or not they have parental consent to share their child’s information with Medicaid for reimbursement.
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