[image: image1.png]an
%
=5




Memo 
To: Stakeholders 
From: Special Education and Columbia Regional Programs 
Robert Ford, Director and Robbie Weber, Director 
Autism Services Delivery Model 
Portland Public Schools and Columbia Regional Program is now is our second year of a collaborative partnership with the goal of developing a new service delivery model to better support PPS and surrounding district to serve students with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  As the State model for Autism Services changes and funding has been reduced, Portland Public Schools and Columbia Regional Program (CRP) are working to develop a partnership to support teams and students with Autism. This collaborative model aims to support students in general education, learning resource centers and the focus continuum classrooms, while building capacity across our district to better understand how to support students with Autism. 

Service Delivery Model
PPS has three Autism Specialists and a para-coach, who will be working to build capacity within building teams.  The three Autism Specialists and para-coach will be responsible for:

· Providing trainings to schools staff in general education classes, learning centers and focus continuums, including para-educators, through professional development opportunities on the learning campus, scheduled trainings within buildings or scheduled trainings for individual staff members

· Attending school special education staff meetings when requested to support teams in working with students with autism.

· Providing access to resources through a building Autism Library.  Resources can be checked out through your Autism Specialist.
Referral for Service

PPS students must be referred to Columbia Regional Autism Program to be eligible for Autism Consultation.  When a student is made eligible for special education services under the eligibility of Autism Spectrum Disorder, fill out the referral form located at http://www.crporegon.org/educators/student-referral and printing out the form “Columbia Regional Program Referral Form – PPS Autism ONLY.”

Training:

Trainings can be accessed on the learning campus or by contacting your Autism Specialist and arranging training for your classroom, para-educators, for the general education staff or for peer mentors.  Additionally, Trainings will continue to be accessible through Columbia Regional Programs website: http://www.crporegon.org/.  

Evaluation Model

PPS will utilize the current central office evaluation team to assist teams for “complex” autism evaluations.  The team consists of Autism Specialists, Evaluation Specialists, Speech Language Pathologist, Clinical Psychologists, Occupational and Physical Therapists.  

A case is considered complex if:

· The team has completed all of the evaluation components, considered other suspected disabilities, and is still having difficulty making the eligibility determination.

· The student to be evaluated is a safety risk to himself/herself or to others.

· The team needs support in sharing information related to Autism with the family.

· The situation is or has the potential to become litigious. 

Support for complex evaluations for ASD eligibility will include:

· Observations

· Behavior Checklists

· Distinguishing between characteristics of Autism and mental health

For information regarding complex evaluations for Autism Eligibility, contact your program administrator.  The referral form can be found at http://www.crporegon.org/educators/student-referral
By printing out the form “Columbia Regional Program Referral Form – PPS Autism ONLY”

Autism Library

The Autism Team has collaborated to create an extensive library of materials that are available to be checked out through your Autism Specialists.  This library includes, but is not limited to materials concerning social thinking, language, comprehension, video modeling, visual activities, and strategies.
If you are interested in scheduling training for your staff please contact

 Lauren Page-  503-916-2000 ex 71008 or Mary Pearson – 503-916-3747

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS


DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION


501 N. Dixon / Portland, Oregon 97227


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3107 / Portland, Oregon 97208-3107


Telephone: (503) 916-3152     Fax: (503) 916-3174


Robert Ford- Director
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