Welcome back. We trust everything is going well and you are enjoying your new and returning students.

Let me take a minute to introduce myself. My name is Michael Williams and I am the new Instructional Technology Resource Coordinator for PPS. I am a Social Studies teacher who has been teaching in the district for ten years (eight years at Roosevelt and two years at Grant.) My goal this year is to elevate teacher comfort and use of technology for the purpose of promoting student achievement. I strongly believe that technology can help student achievement by improving communication between all vested parties as well as enhancing classroom practice. 

We understand that Portland Public School teachers’ technology abilities vary as much as students’ writing ability varies. This is not an issue because we have a plan to accommodate the learning needs of all staff and promote every person’s ability to better support the most effective student learning.

We would like to be able to provide PD to you in the form that best serves your School Improvement Plan. To do this, and to accommodate the varied needs of teachers, we plan to offer the training in the form of short videos, hands-on practice and monitored implementation of the technology resource that is being used in your PD.
We will make available to you videos that explain step by step how to use the resource that will best serve your school’s needs. You can then in turn make the videos available to your staff with instructions that they need to implement the use of the technology in their classroom. We ask in return that you provide time for teachers to familiarize themselves with the tool during the PD time (they will have the video as their guide.) 

I have my own ideas for technology steps that all teachers should take. The one tool that I believe every teacher should use is a classroom blog that is updated at least three times a week. The classroom blog saved me countless hours, kept my content organized, provided transparency of practice (which promoted trust) and provided parents and support staff invaluable information about the class and the assignments that made it possible for them to better serve the students we shared. If I were to encourage you in any one direction as to what instruction technology you should adopt that will promote student achievement the blog would be it.

Beyond the blog, there are many technology resources that can promote student achievement and enhance student writing. If there is something specific you have in mind we would like to hear from you about it so we can try to put together some virtual PD that will align with your plan. Please send me your technology PD idea and I can let you know how I can support your needs. I certainly want to make your job easier as well as support student learning.

We want to be a part of every PD you present. We do not need nor want all your PD time (we know it is limited) but if you could give us all of an early PD session and a few minutes in the rest, we think we can maximize the promotion of your teachers’ use of technology  for improved communication and classroom practice.
