Closeout of Title IV Funds

The appropriation for Title IV-A has been eliminated from the Federal budget affecting State fiscal year (SFY) 2011. As a result, there will be no additional Title IV-A formula grant funds available to LEAs in the 2010-2011 school year, and no Title IV-A formula funds are anticipated for award thereafter.  

Absent Title IV-A funds, LEAs are not required to coordinate with and provide services to nonpublic schools.  Portland Public Schools will, however, be available to provide informal consultation to nonpublic schools in the process of selecting and implementing evidence based ATOD and violence prevention curriculum and programming.

Transitions and New Directions

Since ATOD abuse remains the nation’s number one overall health problem and it is well-documented that ATOD abuse, violence and other school safety concerns can significantly impede student achievement and positive youth development, it is critically important for schools to continue their ATOD and violence prevention and intervention efforts and their school safety and security initiatives. As school leaders plan for the policies, programs and services, they should keep in mind the following points:

· Program and Service Integration – Particularly in a period of limited funds, it is 
important to integrate comprehensive ATOD abuse and violence prevention activities into the fabric of the educational program and coordinate related programs and services. Moreover, ATOD and violence prevention should be viewed in the larger context of activities designed to support positive school cultures and school climates. Not only can these types of strategies yield cost-efficiencies, the research literature indicates that they are more effective approaches to the prevention of ATOD, violence and related at-risk behavior than treating each student’s at risk issue as an isolated subject or in an uncoordinated manner.

·  School-Community Coordination – Not only can regular coordination for the planning and delivery of services maximize local resources, it can increase the effectiveness of the services for the prevention of ATOD abuse and violence. 

The safety, health and well being of students remain among the highest of priorities and are essential for students’ achievement of high academic standards. We appreciate your continued efforts for establishing and maintaining the conditions for students to learn and grow in safe and disciplined environments, characterized by school climates and cultures of civility and respect.

