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Title I/ARRA and Incentives for Students/Families

1. Keep dollar amounts per item low.  Short-term incentives or incentives that you’re giving out to lots of students should be under $3 per item.  More substantial incentives for students or parents should still stay under $20 per item.

2. Prioritize educational items:

· Books
·  Flash drives (I have skateboards, skulls, panda bears and “switchblade” ones that retract)
· Journals and snazzy school supplies (very effective through middle school)

· Art supplies

· School spirit stuff (shoelaces, temporary tattoos, lanyards, T-shirts

3. Passes or tickets to experiences (educational ones preferred), even movie tickets-and I would pair these with some sort of transportation passes for parents and child.
4. Pair purchased and donated items to create bigger incentives and door prizes (for family events even).  This could be a small assortment of gardening supplies with donated plants, we get food coupons donated sometimes and pair those with movie tickets or board games for families to play together

5.  Food packages.  Get in touch with your school Homeless Program Liaison for some donated items and then supplement with fresh food and packaged proteins (we never get enough of those).  Along those lines, water bottles and reusable lunch boxes/mini coolers can also serve as incentives.
