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Narrative for Highly Qualified Recruitment/Retention STrategies

Portland Public Schools ensures that highly qualified teachers are recruited and retained through networking with local universities, colleges and alumni associations, the Oregon Professional Educator Fair, and through postings on various websites.  Staffing specialists from the district’s Human Resources Department are assigned to work with schools in order to ensure that staff are highly qualified for their assignment(s), or to assist in the development of a highly qualified plan. Teachers are supported in this process through tuition reimbursement for coursework and professional development funds to cover the cost of subject area assessments. Our school works closely with the district to provide the best possible instruction for our students. 
Kindergarten:

Narrative:

Full day kindergarten for all incoming kindergarteners: Research and our own analysis of Portland kindergarten literacy assessment data consistently show that full day kindergarten provides a significant and sustained improvement in academic performance compared to traditional half-day programs. 
Understanding and Closing Achievement Gaps. (2010) Joseph Murphy, Corwin


Children of color need high quality instruction and more of it to close academic gaps.
Full-Day Kindergarten: A Survey of studies related to full day programs. 2002.  Educational Research Services.

Effects of Full-Day Kindergarten on Academic Achievement and Social Development (2010). Cooper, Batts, Patall, Dent. Review of Educational Research, 80:1.

Full day kindergarten shows literacy achievement gains through grade three over half day: recommends using full day kindergarten in conjunction with other identification and support systems. 

Reading Curricula and Interventions
National Reading Panel. (2000). National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.)

Think aloud--modeling the cognitive processes of reading comprehension. (1983). B. Davey
Exploring Sources of Reading Difficulties Among Language Minority Learners and Their Classmates in Early Adolescence. (2010) Lesaux, N., Kieffer, M.
Study of urban 6th graders experiencing reading difficulties; categorizes students into reading difficulties profiles based on measures of decoding, fluency and vocabulary; suggests implications for intervention grouping at middle school; makes recommendations on vocabulary instruction
Striving Readers, Strategic Instruction Model www.kucrl.org.

Effective Literacy and English Language Development in Grades K-5. (2007) What Works Clearinghouse. http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/20074011.pdf
Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention practices, (2008) What Works Clearinghouse. http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/adlit_pg_082608.pdf 

Florida Center for Reading Research, (http://www.fcrr.org)
Language!
Adolescents and Literacy: Reading for the 21st century. (2004). Kamil, M. 

When adolescents can’t read: Methods and materials that work. (1999) Curtis, M.E., & Longo, A.M. 
Writing

K-5

Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports (2003), Calkins, L. M.

Mastering the Mechanics: K-1 (2008). Hoyt, L. and Therriault, T.

Teaching the Qualities of Writing (2004) Portalupi, J., and Fletcher, R.
Writing Like Writers, (2004). Johnson, K., and Westkott, P.

Strategic Writing Conferences (2009). Anderson, C.

6-12
Lessons That Change Writers. (2002). Atwell,N. 
Content-Area Writing. (2007) Daniels, H., Zemelman, S. and Steineke, N. 
Teaching Adolescent Writers. (2006). Gallagher, K. 
NSRF Materials. National School Reform Faculty. 5 May 2009 <http://www.nsrfharmony.org/protocol/protocols.html>.

101 More Questions and Answers about Standards, Assessment, and Accountability. (2004) Reeves, D. B 

Creating Writers: linking assessment and writing instruction. (1990). Spandel, V., and Stiggins, R. J.  

Math Curricula

The Investigations curriculum and children’s understanding of whole numbers. (2000). Mokros, J.

When Learning No Longer Matters: Standardized Testing and

the Creation of Inequality. Boaler, J. (2003). Phi Delta Kappan, 84(7), 502-506.
Making mathematics reasonable in school. Ball, D. L. & Bass, H. (2003). In J.

Kilpatrick, W. G. Martin, and D. Schifter (Eds.), A Research Companion to

Principles and Standards for School Mathematics (pp. 27-44). Reston, VA:

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
Second Language Learners

PPS ELD Adoption: K-5:  Hampton Brown, Avenues (2004); 6-8 Pearson Longman, Shining Star (2004), 9-12 Pearson Longman, North Star (2004)
A focused approach:  Systematic English language development instruction handbook. (2005).Dutro 

Making content comprehensible to English language learners: The SIOP model.  (2004). Echevarria, Vogt, & Short

Effective Literacy and English Language Development in Grades K-5. (2007) What Works Clearinghouse. http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/20074011.pdf 
School Climate, Attendance and Discipline:

Increasing Student Attendance: Strategies from Research and Practice. (2004). J. Railsback, NWREL.


Save and Civil Schools

CHAMPs: A Proactive and Positive Approach to Classroom Management (1998)
Classroom Management that Works Research-based Strategies for Every Teacher.(2003) Marzano, R. J. ASCD
Out of School Time (OST) Supports (including summer school and Parent Engagement)

Out of School Time Programs: A Meta-Analysis of Effects for At-risk Students (2006) Lauer, P., Motoko, A., Wilkerson, S., Apthorp, H. Snow, D., Martin-Glenn, M.
Summer and academically focused after-school programs show significant impact in reading (44 hours or more of instruction) and math (46 to 100 hours of instruction)

Longitudinal Achievement Effects of Multiyear Summer School: Evidence From the Teach Baltimore Randomized Field Trial (2006) Borman, G. D., Dowling, N. M.
Playworks

Cohort 1 data (survey) as reported by teachers, principals and other school staff

See increased student use of conflict management strategies: 98%

See decreased incidence of bullying at recess: 83%

Report transition time from recess to instruction decreased: 86%

Report decreased number of classroom disruptive events: 83%

Report increased level of participation in academic activities: 90%

Report that student focus on classroom activities has increased: 84%
The Federal Role in Out-of-School Learning: After-school, Summer Learning and Family Involvement as Critical learning Supports (2009) Weiss, H. B., Little, P. M., Bouffard, S. M., Deschenes, S. N., Malone, H. J., Harvard Family Research Project pp. 10-17
Data Teams and PLC
Data Wise: A Step by Step Guide to Using Assessment Results to Improve Teaching and Learning, Boudett, K., City, E.,and Murnane, R. (2005)
Leading Professional Learning Communities: Voices from Research and Practice. (2008). Hord, S. M., Sommers, W. A. Corwin Press

The Power of Protocols: An Educator’s Guide to Better Practice, McDonald, J., Mohr, N. Dichter, and McDonald, E. (2007).
Increasing Achievement by Focusing Grade-Level teams on Improving Classrooms Learning: A Prospective, Quasi-Experimental Study of Title I Schools (2009) Saunders, M., Goldenberg, C., Gallimore, R.

Five-year study on the use of protocols for examining student work in team meetings: 2 years of principal-only training yielded little change in achievement. When teachers were added to the training model experimental schools significantly outpaced control schools in annual growth and three-year achievement on standard assessments.
