da Vinci High Performance Music Classroom


October 20th, 2008 marks the groundbreaking of a special new music facility on the da Vinci Arts Middle School campus. 

This innovative new 1,490 square-foot building will comprise a 900 square-foot main classroom as well as an office alcove and two practice rooms. Its unique design reflects a commitment on the part of Portland Public Schools to provide exceptional learning spaces in support of school programs; foster community partnership; and promote green building practices.

You can track the project’s process and learn about public tour opportunities on the project’s webpage at:

http://facilities.pps.k12.or.us/.docs/pg/11207

Features of the new building will include:

Program & Learning Space

· Space customized for da Vinci’s music program 

· Superior acoustical performance

· Practice rooms which double as recording studios

· State-of-the-art sound/recording equipment

· Optimal learning environment with daylighting and improved indoor air quality

Community Partnership

· Over $77,000 in design, construction, and consulting services donated to the project

· Awarded Green Investment Fund grant by the Office of Sustainable Development, City of Portland

· Additional fund raising by school and local community

· Broad-based support from school community and Kerns Neighborhood Association 

· Invitation for local music community to share teaching experience 
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Green Building Practices

· LEED Platinum certification (highest rating by U.S. Green Building Council)

· Net-zero energy use; building’s electric needs met by photovoltaic shingles integrated into roof

· Natural ventilation using operable windows, high ceilings, and stack turbine ventilators to increase airflow and improve indoor air quality

· High thermal mass (very thick walls) and computerized venting at night to regulate heating and cooling

· Natural daylighting provided through windows and large skylight with reflector to spread light evenly to corners of room

· Artistic, interactive stormwater management sculpture draining into adjacent water garden

· Non-toxic, environmentally-friendly building materials and construction processes 
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