Six Research-based Steps to Effective Vocabulary Instruction
from Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement by Robert Marzano
1) Teacher provides description, explanation, or example
Research shows that effective vocabulary instruction does not rely on definitions. When people first learn words they understand them more as descriptions as opposed to definitions. Use everyday language.
2) Students restate in their own words

3) Students create nonlinguistic representation
Research shows students must represent their knowledge of words in linguistic and nonlinguistic ways
4) Activities provide multiple exposures
Effective instruction involves the gradual shaping of word meanings through multiple exposures; during each exposure, students revise their understanding. The following (in addition to nonlinguistic ways) are especially helpful:
· Comparing and contrasting
· Classifying
· Creating metaphors (patterns that link at an abstract level)
· Creating analogies (A is to B as C is to D) Oxygen is to humans as carbon dioxide is to plants.

5) Periodically students are asked to discuss the terms with each other

6) Periodically students play games with terms
Academic Vocabulary – Games and Instructional Tools - http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/vocab/strategies.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Words Should We Teach?
In Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction, Beck, McKeown, and Kucan emphasize that not all words call for instructional attention. 
To get a perspective on the kinds of words that need instructional attention, consider a mature literate individual’s vocabulary as comprising three tiers. 

~ Tier One includes basic words (words most students at a particular grade level will know.) Words in this tier rarely require instructional attention to their meanings in school. 
· These basic words include BICS (basic interpersonal communication skills) words. ELLs might need spelling support with these words.
· You may need to point to objects, act out verbs, or dramatize adjectives and adverbs to support very new English Language Learners. 

~ Tier Two words are useful across “many dimensions” or content areas (e.g. community, contrast, loyalty) and are high frequency words for mature language users. “Because of the large role they play in a language user’s repertoire, rich knowledge of words in the second tier can have a powerful impact on verbal functioning. Thus, instruction directed toward Tier Two words can be most productive.” 
· Teach Tier Two words that will help students to increase general vocabulary and improve literacy

~ Tier Three words are highly specific content words that lack generalization. Frequency of these words use is low and often limited to specific domains. Some examples might be isotope, lathe, peninsula, and pedagogy. These words are probably best learned when a specific need arises, such as introducing peninsula during a geography lesson. 
· Teach Tier Three words in context of the content lesson

Word Walls
Create a word wall on butcher paper, chart pack, or pocket chart containing key vocabulary related to a lesson.
· Some word walls are lists or lists with descriptions or illustrations
· Others take the form of graphic organizers and include
· Word forms (for sentence patterning charts)
· Word parts
· Cognates
Use for reference and review – revisit word walls often
Encourage students to use them in discussion and writing
Be judicious in selecting words; limit the number to a reasonable number
Resist displaying multiple word walls 
Vocabulary Notebooks
Have students create content specific vocabulary notebooks or sections of their binders. Have students use specific organizers for a sufficient length of time to master them but also use a variety of organizers so that learning vocabulary through use of the notebook does not become boring. 
Students can:
· Re-create Word Walls
· Use the Frayer model 
· Create process charts that include their own explanations, non-linguistic representations, sentences, personal ways to remember the words





Learning Activities
Word Sorts
From a unit of study, organize words or phrases into groups, and have students categorize them.  These words/phrases can be typed on a sheet of paper, and students can cut the paper into word strips and then sort them according to meaning, sounds, structure (e.g., words ending in -tation, -sion, -tion) or derivations.  
For example, words related to a concept such as the American Revolution might be sorted according to spelling pattern: 
	 -tation
	-sion
	-tion


	representation
	tension
	revolution


	plantation
	passion
	taxation


	
	mission
	transition


	
	vision
	solution




Other words related to the American Revolution might be sorted according to concepts:
	Weapons
	Issues
	People

	Muskets
	Self-governance
	Thomas Paine

	Rifles
	Democracy
	Paul Revere


	Cannons
	Freedom of religion
	King George

	Bayonets
	Right to bear arms
	Thomas Jefferson

	Knives
	taxation
	George Washington



Concept Definition Map
Create a simple graphic to organize ideas and discuss complex ideas or concepts.  This is a good way to help students learn content concepts and vocabulary. For example, naming and displaying a key concept in a center circle can be surrounded by circles that include words and concepts in the following categories:  
· What is it?
· What is it like?						        What is it like?
· What are some examples?Can be violent


                                         What is it?
Overthrow of government of social system
Usually political
Often emotional

May result in changed system of government
American Revolution
Russian Revolution
     REVOLUTION
“Velvet”Revolution in Czech Republic

What are some examples?




 



[image: ]Graphic Organizers and Games
“Handy” Lists
Students place the vocabulary term in the palm of the hand and then “count down” five steps on their fingers.
· 2 examples
· 2 non-examples
· 1 sentence
$25,000 Pyramid
· Create two pyramid shaped handouts (A and B), each with lists of words related to the text, with the most difficult words at the top levels of the pyramid. 
· Students work in pairs (A and B). A first gives clues to the bottom level of words without using the word and then works up to the most difficult words. 
· Repeat with B giving the clues.

Name Dropper
Create a sheet of 10 -20 vocabulary terms and duplicate to fill six or seven envelopes
Divide class into groups of four or five, appoint a leader for each group and distribute an envelope to each group
Round One
· Leaders give clues to groups of but may not use the terms or any parts of the terms in the clues. 
· If the leader does, a point is lost. 
· If the group guesses the term, a point is won. 
· Leader keeps a pile of for points gained and a pile for points lost. 
· One minute. 
Round Two
· Leader passes the envelope left and new leader has one minute to do the same.
· Play until all groups have emptied their envelopes. 
Group with most terms correctly identified wins.
Note: if group has difficulty with a term, they can put it back and pick a new term.
Group Pictionary
· Create five game cards, each with four terms; duplicate so that groups will each have a set
· Goal is for each team to be the first in a round to correctly identify terms
· During each round, one student (designated artist) sketches what the first word represents, using no letters or numbers. After the word is identified, the artist continues with next word. (Word cards should be left face down.) After completing a card of four terms, team members should raise their hands, indicating the end of the first round, and receive a point.
· Teams change artist and use a new card for each round.
 Note: Teach students how to quickly sketch so time isn’t spent in elaborate illustration. 
Following the game, post drawings under each term so that students can view each other’s renditions of the terms.
Muscle Memory
Like Charades.
· Students work in teams of four or five.
· Designated “actors” give clues without verbalizing. 
· Actors rotate with each new term.


Word Roots
There are hundreds of Latin word roots that are frequently used with prefixes and suffixes. 

The following fourteen roots provide clues to the meaning of over 100,000 words!
	· Scrib or script
· Spec or spect
· Mit or miss
· Tend or tens or tent
· Ten, tent, or tain
· Plic or ply
· Fer
	· Duc, duce or duct
· Fac, fact, fic, or fect
· Cept, cap, ciev or ceit
· Pos, pon, or pose
· Sist, sta, or stat
· Graph
· -ology



Just google “root words” to find many good websites with lists of roots, prefixes, and suffixes with meanings and examples, as well as learning games. 

act, ag 
· [bookmark: ACT]react (verb): to act in response to something 
· re + act 
· How did he react when he heard the news? 
· active (adjective): involving movement, moving about 
· act + ive 
· Joan is an active child. 
· agitate (verb): to excite, to disturb, to stir up 
· agit + ate 
· The washing machine agitates the load of laundry. 
aud, audit, aur 
· [bookmark: AUD]audible ( adjective): can be heard 
· aud + ible 
· Your voice is barely audible over the sound of the train whistle. 
· auditorium (noun): a place where one goes to hear something 
· audit+ orium 
· The band played in the school auditorium 
· auricular 
· aur + ic + ul + ar 
· The auricular ability of the cat is well-known. 
http://www.southampton.liunet.edu/academic/pau/course/webword.htm#ACT

Learn that Word: http://www.learnthat.org/pages/view/roots.html
Common Roots and Prefixes: http://academic.cuesta.edu/acasupp/as/506.HTM

Cognates
Just a tiny example of what is available for free at:
http://www.esdict.com/English-Spanish-Cognates.html
Nouns 
	#1. -or = -or

	English
	Spanish

	· actor
· color
· doctor
· director
· horror
	· actor
· color
· doctor
· director
· horror


	[bookmark: nouns]#2. -al = -al

	English
	Spanish

	· animal
· general
· hospital
· manual
· moral
	· animal
· general
· hospital
· manual
· moral



	#3. -ist → -ista

	English
	Spanish

	· artist
· egoist
· list
· socialist
· tourist
	· artista
· egoista
· lista
· socialista
· turista


	#4. -ism → -ismo 

	English
	Spanish

	· idealism
· despotism
· mechanism
· organism
· optimism
	· idealismo
· despotismo
· mecanismo
· organismo
· optimismo


	#5. -nce → -ncia

	English
	Spanish

	· abundance
· arrogance
· experience
· patience
· intelligence
	· abundancia
· arrogancia
· experiencia
· paciencia
· inteligencia


	#6. -ty → -dad

	English
	Spanish

	· activity
· curiosity
· electricity
· identity
· university
	· actividad
· curiosidad
· electricidad
· identidad
· universidad




	#7. -tion → -ción

	English
	Spanish

	· association
· combination
· condition
· exemption
· instruction
	· asociación
· combinación
· condición
· exempción
· instrucción



image1.emf

