Support for Writing Language Objectives and Sentence Starters for Cognitive/Language Functions


	Cognitive Functions
	Academic Language
	Signal Words to Use in Scaffolding  and Related Language Functions

	IDENTIFY

CAUSE and EFFECT

· Explain the cause of an outcome

· Express why something occurred

Related functions:

▪ Describe who and what is being affected and how

▪ Come to a conclusion or recommendation

▪ Predict the possible effects


	Measure

Relate

Recommend

Test

Diagram

Summarize

Judge

Refer

Hypothesize 
	Validate

Decide

Determine

Justify

Analyze

Predict

Give reasons

Convince


	· L 1-2 -      SIMPLE                
If (cause) …then (effect)    so

For this reason                    because (of)

As a result (of)                    therefore

When (cause), … (effect)   since

After (cause), … (effect)
· L3-4  -      SUFFICENT        
It follows                             thus


Consequently                       hence

One reason for                     due to

The cause of                        since

This led to (caused) …
	· L5   -       SOPHISTICATED 
Even if … would               once__, __

Due to the fact that            accordingly,

Subsequently

Leads me to believe that

Which in turn leads/led to/ resulted in

	
	
	
	· 
	Related language forms

• Subordinating conjunction

• Combining simple sentences

• Punctuation in compound sentences

• Future tense

• Conditional sentences

	SEQUENCE

(NARRATE)
· Relate steps in a process
· Express time relationships within a larger event
Related functions:

▪ Sequence Events

▪ Sequence Timelines

▪ Draw Sequential Conclusions

▪ Give and follow directions

	Make a timeline

Arrange in the order of

Organize

Sequence

Develop

Outline

Rearrange

Reorder


	· L 1-2  -  SIMPLE

First, Second, Next, Later, Then, Finally

Before/ After            Later on

Beginning/ Middle/ End    soon

While    Now           Earlier   When

Yesterday/ Today/ Tomorrow
· L 3-4  -  SUFFICIENT

For the past                   Initially
Previously                     Meanwhile

Since                             Immediately

Eventually                     During


	· L 5  -  SOPHISTICATED

Prior to                         Preceding

Subsequently                Following

Simultaneously             Concluding



	
	
	· 
	Related language forms

• Past tense

• Future tense

• Adverbs of time

• Punctuation of compound sentences

	COMPARE/ CONTRAST
Understand and express how two or more things are similar and different

Related functions: 

▪ Compare characteristics

▪ Compare actions and responses

▪ Draw comparative conclusions

▪ Classify and compare
	Distinguish

Compare

Contrast 
Group
Identify
Classify
Illustrate 
Describe 
Differentiate 
Point out
Separate
Recognize

	· L 1-2   SIMPLE

Too, like, same as, but, yet, however, 

unlike, both, as well as, 

are the same/ different because 

_er. _est, _er than
· L 3-4   SUFFICIENT

Are similar because            just

Have in common               in contrast

Difference between            compared to

On one/ the other hand       not only…

As opposed to                     by contrast

Apart from                          different than

In spite/ Despite .           

While   …….Although Apart from
	·  L 5      SOPHISTICATED

On one hand/ on the other hand

Regardless…

Contrary to that

Likewise                   in spite of this

Nevertheless             nonetheless

Synonymous with

Conversely…………..By the same token

Similar to…/ Different than…Contrary to that 
Related language forms
• Comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs

• Comparative conjunctions

• Compound sentences

	ELABORATE

(DESCRIBE or EXPLAIN)

Describe attributes, qualities, characteristics, and properties
Related functions:

▪ Classification

▪ Making Inferences

▪ Synthesizing


	Categorize

Combine

Compile

Compose

Construct

Deduce

Derive

Design

Devise

Develop

Document

Explain

Formulate

Generate


	Generalize

Integrate

Organize

Prepare

Plan

Produce

Rearrange

Reconstruct

Relate

Summarize

Tell

Write

Revise

Specify

Include


	· L 1-2   -  SIMPLE

Includes               belongs

For example        explain

Is called              described

In other words     such as

· L 3-4  - SUFFICIENT

Known for           illustrates
Demonstrates       displays

Put another way   contains

Consists of            tends to

In short                  refers to
	· L 5  -  SOPHISTICATED

Characterized by    reflects

Associated with      exhibits

Put differently        defined by

Understood  as       in essence

Identified by           by extension

	
	
	
	· 
	Related language forms

• Describing adjectives

• Punctuation 

• Connecting conjunctions

• Enumeration

• Future Tense



	PROPOSE 

AND SUPPORT/

(PROBLEM/

SOLUTION)

(PERSUADE or ARGUE)

Related functions:

▪ Drawing conclusions

▪ Stating opinion

▪ Introducing sources

▪ Summarize


	Describe

Generalize

Depict

Give 

examples 

Draw

Explain

Conclude

Restate

Paraphrase

Translate

Prepare

Retell

State

Label

Inquire
	Define

Count

Identify

Indicate

List

Match

Name

Point

Recall

Select

Record

Write

 
	· L 1-2   -  SIMPLE

Believe                         for example

Opinion                        in fact

Problem                       suggests

Agree/disagree            solution

Reasons

· L 3-4   -  SUFFICIENT

Most importantly          states

Accordingly                  argues

Proposes                      supports

Evidence                       position

Clearly                          view


	· L 5      -  SOPHISTICATED

Ultimately                    asserts

Apparently                   claims

Therefore                    defends 

Nevertheless               persuades

Moreover                     nevertheless

Based on

	
	
	
	· 
	Related language forms

· Combining simple sentences

· Conditional sentences 
· Punctuation in conditional sentences
· Subordinating conjunctions

· Punctuation with introductory words and phrases

	SUMMARIZE

Express author’s purpose and main ideas and include most significant details
	Generalize

Restate

Paraphrase

Select

Write


	· L 1-2   -  SIMPLE

The author tells/says
Important because

· L 3-4   -  SUFFICIENT

In summary,

The author explains, discusses
	· L 5      -  SOPHISTICATED

The author illustrates/mentions/ concludes/explores/focuses on
Related language forms

· Combining simple sentences
· Punctuation in compound sentences
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