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This man named Colin decides thathe is
tired of just saying that he is all for the
improvement of the environment and
he wants global warming to end; he
wants to make a change in himself and
his family. He starts by deciding that
there will be no trash. This means no
plastic cartons, Saran Wrap, plastic bot-
tles, disposable coffee cups, paper tow-
els, etc. Thisis a very extreme begin-
ning! Butitis exciting to see how he

and his family undergo these changes.
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Portland Public Schools


Striving Readers





Striving Readers Xtreme teacher, Joann Benson, hosted a parent information October 28,2009.  Parents, students and families showed up to hear about opportunities available to Xtreme students through the Striving Readers Grant.  The meeting was scheduled during the day for parents who do not work, and again in the evening for parents who do work during the day.   Pamela Van Der Wolf, Striving Readers Literacy TOSA, assisted Ms Benson and attended the gathering.  Families were provided with information, food and beverages.
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Individual Highlights:
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Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.





Johnny Manhkong and his little brother Jerry


enjoy pizza, while student Marshalia Postlewaite talks to her friends in the background.





George Parent Night Takes Off








	Joann Benson, George Middle School Xtreme Reading teacher, hosted a Parent Information Night this October.  Parents, students and families came to hear information on the Striving Readers Program and the opportunities open to Xtreme Reading students.


	Pamela Van Der Wolf, Striving Readers Literacy Teacher on Special Assignment, helped host this activity.  Striving Readers provided food and beverages for families who attended.





Xtreme Reading Soars 





Teachers and Students’ Co-Pilot Creative Brochures for Book Study Projects





Leslie Hillen, Xtreme teacher at Harriet Tubman Leadership Academy for Young Women, created the model of a book study project above.  Her student, Asha Williams, created the book study brochure below.



































Book Study Projects and Other At-Home Reading Opportunities


How Parents Can Get Involved











Xtreme Book Study Projects





Many Xtreme classrooms have one book study per month.





Xtreme teachers prefer that students read entire works of fiction or nonfiction.





Students can choose one activity to showcase their book study, such as storyboard, brochure, or book cover.





Students can focus in on one strategy, such as Self-Questioning, Paraphrasing or Visual Imagery to examine their book.





Students receive 20% of their grade in Xtreme Reading from their book study projects.





How Parents Can Help with At-Home Reading





Ask your child what book they are reading for their book study.





Schedule time in the evening to read a bit with your child.





Assist your child in checking the book study project during various stages of completion.





Motivate your child with a trip to the library or bookstore.

















Xtreme Reading Book Study Projects


Created to:


Increase student reading outside class


Showcase student interaction with text


Reflect student interests


Read a minimum of nine books outside class per year
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Xtreme Reading Flies High





	“Education Week” is a national magazine that comments on nation-wide educational movements and trends.  In November of 2009, the magazine stated that, “The evaluation of Striving Readers, the only federal reading program focused on adolescent literacy, found that after two years of implementation, the program had had a significant impact on reading achievement at three of eight sites where the program was carried out.  In Portland, Ore., and San Diego school districts, for example, Striving Readers had a statistically significant effect on student achievement, according to at least one test. (Striving Readers Tough to Measure,” Oct. 14, 2009)








	








	








	






































Striving Readers





Education Week Comments on Striving Readers





Year Four of the Striving Readers Grant and Beyond





We are now into the fourth year of our program.   Xtreme teachers are guiding students through the upcoming OAKS test and the common assignments.  Many teachers are using the CERs to teach the common assignment on character analysis.


Currently, students are working on the Summarizing and Paraphrasing unit in Xtreme Reading. They will be moving on to Visual Imagery in March.


This round of OAKS testing is very important for our students.  Student success on the OAKS test involves adequate sleep the night before and breakfast nutrition the morning of.  Students also need to know that success in testing is possible and that they are currently moving toward that goal by participating in the Xtreme class.























We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.strivingreaders.pps.k12.or.us








