Structured Oral Language Practice Routines

	Routines
	Description

	Face/Shoulder partners
	Face= across from you

Shoulder = beside you

	Clock partners
	Use a clock or other diagram, students sign each others at a specific time and that is their partner (ie 2 o’clock partners)

	Read Aloud/Think Aloud
	Starts as a technique and then moves to a student metacognitive and cognitive learning strategy where reader reads a section of text out loud and then thinks aloud about the contents of that section. Partner can enhance the learning strategy with use of strong questioning strategies.    

	Stay and Stray
	After working together in a group on a specific item, assignment, or topic, one or more group members stay with the group product while one or more group members rotate to other groups to learn and share. 

	Expert Groups
	Teacher determines several topics that are fun, interesting, important, and/or essential to the unit of study.  Students then determine which topic they want to know more about or decide whether or not they are already experts in a specific topic.  Groups are structured to present their expertise to the class

	Inner/Outer Circle
	With A/B partners, two circles are created…an A circle that faces outward and the B circle that faces inward.  The A/ B partner shares an idea and when the teacher prompts, all B’s move one partner to their right and share again. 

	Lines of Communication
	Same idea as inner/outer circle, but structured as two lines.  Works well in smaller spaces. 

	Think – Pair – Share
	Students first given the chance to think silently about an idea before they turn, pair with a partner and then share their thought or idea. 

	Think Write Share
	Similar to Think, Pair, Share, but students write thoughts instead of speaking them. 

	Predict (can be combined with Pair share)
	Teacher prompts student to make a prediction about upcoming content or event.  

	Give one, Get one
	A modified brainstorm that provides for some structured sharing and interaction.

	Quiz, Quiz, Trade 


	Students write a question and the answer on a sticky note.  Students mingle through room to find a partner.  Each person takes a turn asking his/her question and answering their partners.  When complete, partners TRADE sticky notes and move to find a new partner. 

	Jigsaw
	Each member of a group is assigned some unique material to learn and teach the other group members.  All students working on specific material work together.

	Whip Around
	Students go around, with everyone in the group contributing an idea/answer.

	Numbered Heads
	A team is established and each member is given a number.  The numbered student is called or asked to give an idea/answer.

	Talking Stick
	Students pass any object that can serve as the talking stick around the group.  Teacher gives prompt and student with the talking stick speaks while everyone listens.  Student passes stick when done and a new person has the opportunity to speak without interruption.

	Talking Chips
	Each member receives the same number of chips.  Each time a member wishes to speak, they put a chip in the center of the table.  Once individuals have used up their chips, they can no longer speak.  Process continues until everyone in the group has used up chips.   


