EXPLAIN MAIN IDEAS/AUTHOR’S PURPOSE
	Questions
	Responses

	Why do you think the author wrote this?
	I think the author wrote it to teach us about…

	What is the main idea?

What are some of the main ideas?
	I think the main idea is …
Some of the main ideas are…

	What are some of the themes?
	One theme might be…

	What do you think is happening?
	What is happening is that…

	What is the author saying that you think is important? 
	The most important thing the author is saying is that…


ELABORATE AND CLARIFY
	Questions
	Responses

	Can you tell me more about…?
	I think that…

In my opinion, this means…

	Can you elaborate…?
	I think it means that…

My idea is that…

	Could you say that in another way?
	In other words…

	What do you mean by…?
	I mean that…

	What makes you think that?
	I think that because…

I noticed that…

	Why is this important?
	This is important because


SUPPORT IDEAS WITH EXAMPLES

	Questions
	Responses

	Can you give an example?
	One example is … and it is on page ___, in paragraph ___

	Can you show me where it says that?
	On page___, in paragraph ___, the author says…

	Can you be more specific?
	The author says on page ___ that…

	How do you know that?
	According to the author, on page ____, in paragraph ____, …


BUILD ON or CHALLENGE ANOTHER’S IDEAS

	Questions
	Responses

	What do you think?
	I agree that…

	Can you add to this idea?
	I would add that…

	Is there another way of looking at this?
	A different way to think about this is…

	Why do you think this happened? 
Why do you think this is happening?
	This happened because…

This is happening because…

	How is this different from…?
	This is different from… in this way…

	How is this similar to…?
	This is similar to…because…

	How do you explain…?
	I would say that…


APPLY/CONNECT

	Questions
	Responses

	How can we apply this idea to our lives?
	In my life…

	What can we learn from this character/story?
	This story can teach us…

	If you were…what would you do…?
	If I were…, I would…

	How does this fit in with what we have learned?
	This is like…

This reminds me of…

	What do you think will (or would) happen next?
	I think what will happen next is that…

	What surprised you?
	I was surprised that (or when)…


PARAPHRASE AND SUMMARIZE

	Questions
	Responses

	What have we read so far?
	We have read that…

	What are the ideas and details we have learned about so far?
	So far we know that….

	What are the most important things to remember about this?
	The most important things to remember are…

	How should we summarize what we talked about?
	The main idea/theme of the text seems to be …

	What would we include if we had to explain this to someone who hasn’t read it?
	We should include…
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