Techniques For Providing Comprehensible Input

· Use visuals, realia, manipulatives, and other concrete materials.

· Use gestures, facial expressions, and body language.

· Modify your speech.

· Speak clearly, using authentic natural speech.

· Use shorter, less complex sentences for students in the earlier stages of language development.

· Maintain the natural rhythm and flow of the language.

· Speak clearly and enunciate, using authentic natural language.

· Use intonation, volume and pauses to aid meaning.

· Contextualize ideas in relevant, real-live ways: “…just like you did yesterday with…”

· Repeat, rephrase, and/or paraphrase key concepts, directions, and so on.

· Model and demonstrate procedures and thought processes.

· Provide only essential information when giving directions.

· Build on what students already know, recognizing and extending approximations of learning and language development.

· Be careful of idioms and slang.  Explain them when they occur.

· Clarify meaning in context.

· Encourage participation and interaction.

· Focus on making meaning.

· Maintain an environment in which students feel free to take risks.

· Be enthusiastic!                                             Walter, Teaching English Language Learners Pearson 2004.
