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Writing Objectives: for Language Acquisition in the Content classroom
Take time to think, plan, select, and connect: 
Like content objectives, language objectives should be stated clearly and simply in student friendly language.  
Students should be informed of them in both writing and orally.  When developing a language objective for a lesson, ask yourself what are my students doing today to develop their language skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking, thinking and why not to add culture? Below are some ideas to help you get started.   
Again:

· Think about how language will be used in the lesson: in speech, in class discussion, in the reading assignments, in the lesson activities.

• Keep in mind that acquiring a second language is a process. Language objectives should go from simple to more complex requirements:

o Recognize similes in text  

· Discuss the functions of similes

• Write three similes

o Write a paragraph that describes a setting using similes

• Language objectives can occur over several lessons. You don’t have to create new ones each day….It depends on your activities.

• The important thing to remember is…..How will you get them to practice reading, writing, speaking, and listening while learning the content of the lesson?

Writing Language Objectives for English Acquisition

SAMPLE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE STARTERS

	Language

Acquisition Skill

(Language domain)
	OBJECTIVE STARTERS

(The learner will…

	Reading/Speaking
	TLW ask questions and predict key concepts prior to reading…. (relate to content)

	Speaking/Writing 
	TLW select and define 2‐3 key concepts related to….(content)

	Speaking
	TLW write summary sentences about…(relate to content)

	Speaking
	TLW orally defend a position on… (relate to content)

	Speaking
	TLW discuss the difference between…(relate to content)

	Speaking and/or Writing
	TLW distinguish ____ from ____. (relate to content)

	Reading/Speaking
	TLW read and discuss ______ about ___________with group members.

	Reading/Speaking
	TLW ask questions about concepts and facts that are confusing.

	Speaking and/or Writing
	TLW compare _____ to ____ using the word because:

“I think that the _____ because _____.”

	Writing 
	TLW write (or draw) a definition (or related meaning) for each new

vocabulary word selected from text.

	Reading, Listening, Speaking, and/or writing 
	TLW make connections between previously learned vocabulary and

vocabulary found in a new lesson and text.

	Reading
	TLW read a contextualized sentence that includes a vocabulary word.

	Reading
	TLW read a definition for a vocabulary word.

	Speaking
	TLW speak in the future tense to predict what their next lesson or unit

of study will be using sentence frames:

“I think we will learn about……”

“I think we are going to study……”

“I think this book will be about….”

	Reading/Speaking/Writing


	TLW use the language of > and < to identify the symbol used to show

the relationship between two numbers.

“______ is greater than ______.”

“______ is less than ______”

	Reading Speaking
	TLW orally paraphrase three key concepts after reading selected text

with a partner.

	Reading/Writing/Speaking
	TLW use sentence frames to respectfully agree or disagree with other

class members’ perspectives about _________:

“I disagree with _____ because ______.”

“I agree with ______ because ______.”

	Speaking 
	TLW orally explain to a partner why he or she thinks_______.

	Speaking/ Writing
	TLW use the language of place value, including million, thousand,

hundred.

	Speaking
	TLW use gestures, words, phrases, and sentences to answer teacher generated

questions.

	Speaking/ Writing
	TLW display their knowledge of _____ by using complete sentences

when answering a question.

	Speaking/ Writing
	TLW answer questions on increasingly sophisticated levels of cognition

using the following prompts:

Knowledge: The definition of (topic) is _______.

Comprehension: (Topic) can be explained as _______.

Application: An example of (topic) is _____.

Analysis: (Topic) can be compared to ______.

Synthesis: If I create a new (of topic), I will include ____ in it.

Evaluation: We can conclude that (topic) ______.

	Speaking/ Writing
	TLW use language to clarify what is being taught to them, what they

understand, and what they don’t understand, as they move from group

to group, using the following sentence frames:

“I understand that this is about _____.”

“I don’t understand _____.”

“I have a question about ______.”

“Can you explain _____ to me again?”

	Speaking/ Writing
	TLW create songs based on the content concepts related to (a topic).

	SPEAKING
	TLW be able to discuss questions and responses related to (the topic) in

a group.

	SPEAKING
	TLW orally explain their responses and how they decided on them after

they are given sufficient think‐time.

	Reading/Speaking
	TLW use sequence words (e.g., in the beginning, then, next, before, after,

finally, etc.) to summarize what they have seen in a video on (a topic).


------------ Some Content Language Starters -----------------

	Below you will find numerous examples of learning objectives used by teachers. Modify them as necessary. 

	

	

	Language Arts Examples 

	 

	The student will be able to:

	 

	· listen for the purpose of following directions . . . 

· record his or her understanding/knowledge by creating pictures . . . 

· use the vocabulary of _____ (shapes, colors, etc.) to describe _____ (flowers, etc.) 

· explain the meaning of the word(s): _____.

· generate ideas and plans for writing by using _____ (brainstorming, clustering, etc.)

· develop a draft . . . 

· edit a draft for a specific purpose such as _____ (word choice, etc.) 

· discuss the differences and similarities between the two main characters from _____ and _____.

· identify the definition of _____ (fables, fairy tales, etc.).

· understand and be able to identify the traditional elements in _____ (fables, fairy tales, etc.)

· define the literary term _____.

· re-tell in his/her own words _____.

· summarize the plot of _____.

· make inferences from the text . . . 

· demonstrate understanding by writing three facts about . . . 

· listen critically to interpret and evaluate . . . 

· represent textual information by _____ (drawing, painting, etc.) 

· recognize and list the literary devices found in _____.

· state an opinion about _____, using examples from the text to support the opinion

· compare the experience of _____ (a character in a text) to his or her own life

· list the primary plot details in _____ (a text, short story, novel, or drama)

· compare and contrast three different versions of _____ (Cinderella, The Three Little Pigs, etc.)

· write a narrative version of _____, with appropriate plot characteristics of the genre

· compare excerpts of _____ (a novel) to first-hand accounts of _____ (the Civil War, WWI, etc.) 

· describe _____ (Victorian, Elizabethan, etc.) attitudes toward _____ (a social concern, a vice, a virtue, an event, etc.) 

· analyze _____ (a character's) desire to _____ 

· list elements of _____ (a writer's) style in _____ (a text)

· identify and trace the development of _____ literature from _____ to _____

· define basic literary terms and apply them to _____ (a specific text or work)

· produce an effective essay which details _____

· produce an effective persuasive essay which takes a stand for/against _____

· use the work of _____ as inspiration for a representative piece about _____

· draw parallels between _____(a text) and _____ (a text)

· explore the nature and implications of _____ (a vice, a virtue, a societal concern, a characteristic, etc.)

· explore allegory in various works of children's literature . . . 

· recite a poem (or excerpt of text) with fluency

· use specific examples in _____ (a text) to illustrate an aspect of human behavior

· compose a _____ (haiku, verse, rhyme, poem, etc.)

· describe the traditional rules and conventions of _____ (haiku, the personal essay, etc.)

· demonstrate mastery in the study of _____ through cooperative learning and research. . . 

	 


	 

	Math Examples

	 

	The student will be able to:

	 

	· sort _____ by _____ (color, size, etc.)

· follow directions to create _____ (a product)

· acquire data by measuring with _____ (a yardstick, etc.)

· display data using _____ (a graph, etc.) 

· calculate . . . 

· identify and describe _____ (polygons) using the language of _____ (geometry) 

· record observations of . . . 

· exercise the skills of _____ (multiplication, addition, etc.) to . . . 

· discuss, interpret, and ascribe meaning to the organized data . . . 

· explain the elements of _____ (a pictograph, etc.) 

· use collected data to answer the question(s): _____

· construct _____ (picture graphs, bar graphs, etc.) 

· create a series of mathematical steps to be used to . . . 

· plot a set of points of graph paper . . . 

· interpret the results of the calculations . . . 

· solve a numerical expression using _____ (the standard order of operations, etc.)

· use a spreadsheet to calculate . . . 

	 

	 


	Science Examples

	 

	The student will be able to:

	 

	· recall information about the reading . . . 

· develop a basic knowledge of _____ (the solar system, etc.) 

· record observations about . . . 

· record and compare facts about _____ (the sun, moon, etc.) 

· collect, organize, display, and interpret data about _____ 

· demonstrate an understand of _____ in terms of _____ 

· create a visual representation of _____ (the water cycle, etc.) 

· understand the basic structure of _____ (an atom) 

· identify states of matter . . . 

· create a concept map of . . . 

· identify relevant questions for inquiry 

· sequence and categorize information . . . 

· demonstrate learning by producing a _____ 

· present their findings of _____ to the class 

	 

	 


	Social Studies Examples

	 

	The student will be able to:

	 

	· place events in chronological order and describe how . . . 

· create a timeline of events . . . 

· record his or her knowledge using pictures . . . 

· connect his or her own experiences with . . . 

· obtain information about _____ (a topic) using a CD, the Internet, an encyclopedia, etc. 

· identify the contributions of _____ (a person, an event) to _____ (the nation, the process, etc.)

· understand how _____ ( a person, place, or thing) has influenced _____ (an era, the nation, etc.)

· identify the causes and effects of . . . 

· identify relevant questions for inquiry 

· understand the basic structures and functions of _____ (government) 

· organize and interpret information using _____ (graphs, charts, political cartoons, etc.) 

· understand the historical context of . . . 

· create Venn Diagrams which compare and contrast . . . 

	 

	 

	 


	 

	Action Verbs for Learning Objectives 

Abstract 
Activate 
Acquire 
Adjust 
Analyze 
Appraise 
Arrange 
Articulate 
Assemble 
Assess 
Assist 
Associate 

Breakdown 
Build 

Calculate 
Carry out 
Catalog 
Categorize 
Change 
Check 
Cite 
Classify 
Collect 
Combine 
Compare 
Compute 
Contrast 
Complete 
Compose 
Compute 
Conduct 
Construct 
Convert 
Coordinate 
Count 
Criticize 
Critique 

Debate 
Decrease 
Define 
Demonstrate 
Describe 
Design 
Detect 
Develop 
Differentiate 
Direct 
Discuss 
Discover 
Distinguish 
Draw 
Dramatize 

Employ 
Establish 
Estimate 
Evaluate 
Examine 
Explain 
Explore 
Express 
Extrapolate 

Formulate 

Generalize 

Identify 
Illustrate 
Implement 
Improve 
Increase 
Infer 
Integrate 
Interpret 
Introduce 
Investigate 

 

Judge 


Limit 
List 
Locate 

 

  

 

Maintain 
Manage 
Modify 

Name 

Observe
Operate 
Order 
Organize 

 

Perform 
Plan 
Point 
Predict 
Prepare 
Prescribe 
Produce Propose 

Question 

Rank 
Rate 
Read 
Recall 
Recommend Recognize Reconstruct Record 
Recruit 
Reduce 
Reflect 
Relate 
Remove 
Reorganize Repair 
Repeat 
Replace 
Report Reproduce Research Restate Restructure Revise 
Rewrite 

Schedule 
Score 
Select 
Separate Sequence 
Sing 
Sketch 
Simplify 
Skim 
Solve 
Specify 
State 
Structure Summarize Supervise Survey Systematize 

Tabulate 
Test 
Theorize 
Trace 
Track 
Train 
Transfer Translate 

Update 
Use 
Utilize 

Verbalize 
Verify 
Visualize 

Write 




CRITERIA FOR MASTERY OBJECTIVES

A mastery objective is what students should know and be able to do in terms of the academic curriculum.

The language of a mastery objective…

A. is kid friendly

B. is specific in terms of curricular knowledge

C. names active performance (observable behavior)

D. avoids using the following words

understand


know


see that

recognize that


learn


be familiar with

have a grasp of


review

E. begins with students will be able to…

F. includes strong clues about assessment

G. may include the level of performance

H. is liked to agreed upon curricular standards

I. is worth knowing

J. is matched to the students: challenging and attainable

K. is able to be assessed and measured

For the Teacher taking it to the next level
Specific Language focus teacher.  Using Forms and Functions from ELD binder or the Spanish Language Framework. 
The "formula" (for Language Function Objectives):  
Students will use X (grammatical structure) to Y (communicative function) with Z (words/word groups).

For example,

Students will use prepositional phrases to identify the relative location of places with phrases such as to the south of, to the west of, to the north of, beside, between, etc.
Or:
To identify the relative location of places, students will use prepositional phrases such as to the south of, to the west of, to the north of, beside, between, etc.
Or:
Students will use prepositional phrases such as to the south of, to the west of, to the north of, beside, between, etc. to identify the relative location of places.
Sample: fill in the blanks potential charts 

Students will be able to _______________________________________ (content)

By ________________________(Language domain and Language function ) using ___________________ (specific form)

We will __________________________ by ______________________ using ________________
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