PPS – Sheltered Instruction Workshop:  TEACHER TECHNIQUES
(and some Student Strategies when modified)

	Technique
	Description
	Purpose
	How I can use it…

	Numbered Heads

 
	Students number off at desks.  Each group has a 1, a 2, a 3, and a 4.
	This allows the teacher to make random assignments: “all number ones, please read the first paragraph...”
	 

	Colored Pencil Assignments

 
	Each student has a specific color pencil assigned to him or her.  The teacher has a “key” to reference who has each color.
	For team tasks, this helps students monitor their own participation and the participation of their team mates.  The individual colors also allow the teacher to be sure that everyone is participating.
	Colored pencils can also be numbered so that you can call on non-volunteers.  When starting a unit, have a key for each team where they sign their name next to their assigned number with their colored pencil.  This gives the teacher a record of who is what color and number in each team.    

	Non-Volunteers

 
	Calling on random students rather than volunteers.  Can use the numbers assigned in “numbered heads.” 
	Students never know when they might be called on, so they have more incentive to stay on task at all times.
	 Teachers can draw names from a can, popcicle sticks, etc...

	Posted Objectives

 
	Content and Language objectives are posted in a kid friendly manner.  They are reviewed with students at the beginning and end of the class or lesson.
	Reviewing objectives gives students and teachers a focus on what and how is to be learned.
	 Could use a laminated template that can be used over again.  

	Choral Reading

 
	Having the whole class or random groups of students read together.
	Choral reading lowers the affective filter since there are multiple voices speaking at once. Promotes fluency.  One more opportunity for oral practice.  
	 Have student chorally read objectives for today. 

	 Total Physical Response
(TPR)
	Giving body movements to content.  This could be symbolic or literal (“close the door” – student does so) 
Gesturing, pointing, acting out.  
	When physical movement accompanies learning, students are more likely to retain knowledge. Helps the visual learner.  
	 Teacher can use gestures, but it is much more effective when students participate in the body movement.  EX: students cross arms while saying “ intersect’

	Dots for Pre-Assessment

 
	Post vocabulary words (or other content) around the room.  Students walk around and self assess their knowledge of the vocabulary by placing a dot in the area that best represents their understanding.
	Gives teacher a quick view of the whole class knowledge of topic while allowing students some movement.
	 An indicator of student levels for differentiation. 

	Team Task

 
	Teacher assigns group tasks to small groups of students.  In GLAD, these assignments are given on 11x17 paper to differentiate them from individual tasks.  Students work collaboratively on these tasks using their colored pencils.
	Allows students support and practice on material they will be expected to master on their own.
	 

	Quiz, Quiz, Trade

 
	Students write a question and the answer on a sticky note.  Students mingle through room to find a partner.  Each person takes a turn asking his/her question and answering their partners.  When complete, partners TRADE sticky notes and move to find a new partner.
	Great review opportunity.  Allows for interaction, verbal practice and content review.  Can be used in a variety of ways for a variety of grade levels.
	 

	Text Marking
 
	First, teacher models the marking of a text with a highlighter or pen, looking for key ideas, key vocabulary or connections to key concepts.  Becomes a student strategy when students own the process for reading and marking the text.
	 Fosters student independence.
	 

	Process Chart/ Process Grid
	Similar in nature to a graphic organizer, it is a way for students to organize and process information in a grid format. It is used to keep an ongoing list.  
	Great reference tool.  Helps students remember and make personal connections.
	

	Graphic Organizer

 
	A type of template or frame that gives students a visual way to make connections between ideas and topics.  It gives students a structured way to keep notes.
	 A tool to make content more understandable.  
	 

	Pictorial Input Chart
 
	Create by the teacher in front of students.  The teacher draws and writes information while telling a story or describing the information put on the chart.
	 Imprints concept on brain.  If students are also drawing with teacher, students are kinesthetically involved.
	 

	Think-Pair-Share
 
	Students first given the chance to think silently about an idea before they turn, pair with a partner and then share their thought or idea.
	 Provides processing time for students who need more time.  Active engagement, oral practice, students share thinking.
	

	Think-Write-Share
	Similar to Think,Pair,Share, but students write thoughts instead of speaking them.  
	
	 This could be another way to differentiate to challenging emerging writers.

	Predict 
(can be combined with Pair-Share)
	Teacher prompts student to make a prediction about upcoming content or event.  
	 
	 

	Team-based Anchor Chart
	Teacher creates groups and asks groups to create a visual representation of topic, idea, content, event etc.  When student groups first start poster creation, they all start with the same color so the teacher can assess the first round of conversation and communication that took place in the group.
	 
	 

	Give One, Get One
	A modified brainstorm that provides for some structured sharing and interaction.  Students fill in a template or sheet of paper with their own ideas and then they mingle with class mates to get additional ideas to complete the template.
	 
	 

	Sentence patterning chart
	Originally a GLAD strategy, it is a fun organizational tool that gives teachers a format for presenting adjectives, adverbs, verbs, prepositional phrases all related to a specific concept (noun).  When presented, this was then sung to the tune of Farmer in the Dell.
	 
	 

	Chunk and Chew
10-2 Rule

WAIT
	The name given to the technique teachers use to remember to provide opportunity for students to thinking independently about a topic *(to chew on it)  Also known as the 10-2 rule (10 minutes of teacher talk, 2 minutes of student talk) or WAIT “Why Am I Talking?”
	 
	 

	Knock 2 Times (modified to Knock or Add)
	Students “Knock 2 times” on a desk or surface when an answer or response that they have or have discussed also appears on the teacher list.  In Knock or Add, students Knock if they have the idea or they Add to their list if they don’t
	 
	 

	Inner Circle/ Outer Circle
	With A/B partners, two circles are created…an A circle that faces outward and the B circle that faces inward.  The A/B partner shares an idea and when the teacher prompts, all B’s move one partner to their right and share again.
	 
	 

	Lines of Communication
	Same idea as inner/outer circle, but structured as two lines.
	
	Works well in smaller spaces.

	Mnemonics
 
	A memory device that students can use as a cognitive learning strategy to remember content by creating a fun acronym or acrostic
	 
	 

	Read Aloud, Think Aloud
 
	Starts as a technique and then moves to a student metacognitive and cognitive learning strategy where reader reads a section of text out loud and then thinks aloud about the contents of that section. Partner can enhance the learning strategy with use of strong questioning strategies
	 
	 

	Private Eyes
 
	A quick assessment technique.  Students hold hands up to face like goggles or binoculars…teacher does the same.  When teacher gets eye contact with student, student gives feedback regarding current level of understanding.  Eyes Open-I’m OK, I get it; A wink-I sort of get it, I might need some help;  Two Eyes closed-I need some help
	 
	 

	GIST
 
	Technique for accessing text.  1.  Teacher picks a section of text.  2. Students and teachers read section together. 3. Students then scan article for 10 key ideas or phrases and work with others in group to combine the top 10 phrases into a summary of the text.
	
	 

	Stay and Stray
 
	 After working together in a group on a specific item, assignment, or topic, one or more group members stay with the group product while one or more group members rotate to other groups to learn and share.
	 
	 

	Expert Groups
 
	Teacher determines several topics that are fun, interesting, important, and/or essential to the unit of study.  Students then determine which topic they want to know more about or decide whether or not they are already experts in a specific topic.  Groups are structured to present their expertise to the class
	
	 

	Centerpiece
 
	 The “Centerpiece” is made up of several sheets of paper in the center of a table or a group.  Each sheet has a different topic or idea.  Each group member takes a sheet from the centerpiece, adds an idea to the paper , returns the paper to the middle and then takes a different sheet of paper.
	 
	 

	 Talking Chips
 
	Two-sided red and white chips.  
For each table or student.

Red=still working

White=ready for next steps
	 A silent way to signal when students are finished with a task.  
	 

	 Vocabulary Squares

	Word, definition, sketch, use in sentence
	Helps visual learners.  Multiple ways of understanding and demonstrating understanding of vocabulary.
	 

	Gallery Walk
	Students visit stations to observe and reflect on pictures/writing posted.
	Opportunity to observe and reflect. Could be used as an assessment in conjuction with numbered-colored pencils.  A great way to build background.  
	

	4 corners
	Non academic prompt on chart paper in 4 corners, then an academic prompt.

In 4 corners of room students choose prompt they are interested in.
	Non academic prompt is presented to first learn the process of the oral activity.  Then academic prompt is introduced.  

Teach process before content.  Good pre and formative assessment, Good introduction to unit.  
	

	Exit Slip
	Small slip of paper that students write on to demonstrate understanding of a concept at end of class. 
	Great formative short-term assessment! 
	

	Turn and Talk
	Time for students to interact with a partner next to them.
	Opportunity to verbalize their thoughts.  

Verbalize is to internalize!
	

	Agree/Disagree
	Students state opinion (Agree/Disagree) using cards, white boards, thumbs up/down, gestures...
	An opportunity for whole class engagement.  
	

	Information Sort
	Sorting/categorizing Information
	Hands on, interactive, promotes higher order thinking skills-can be a method of differentiation.  
	

	Differentiated Sentence Frames
	Not sentence strips. Not fill-in-the-blank. Not Cloze sentences.  

It’s a frame with multiple ways to respond.
	Scaffolds language.

Puts less demand on language production so that student can demonstrate the content.  
	

	Wait time
	Time teacher waits/provides to student to thing about question posed. (+-5 to 10 seconds)
	Solves issue of having to call on the first student that raises their hand!  ELLs need time to process the language.  
	

	Face/Shoulder Partners
	Face=across from you

Shoulder=beside you
	Another way to vary partners.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 


