Student Profiles

Directions:  

1. Use your Progression of Language Acquisition Chart to determine the language acquisition level for the examples below.  

2. Write your answers the questions that go with each profile in the boxes on the right.

	Student Profile…
	What the profile tells me about the student…

	Fowsia is an 11th grader from Somalia.  She makes errors in her speech, but can communicate fairly well when she is familiar with the topic.  She struggles with reading and writing and needs heavily scaffolded instruction in order to read contextualized 2nd grade level texts. She can write basic sentences with support, but makes a great deal of errors.
	What level of language acquisition is Fowsia in?

What were the clues?  

What do you think might be contributing to her difficulties with literacy?

What might you expect her to be able to do?

Given this information, how might you modify instruction/assignments for Fowsia?  What types of support might she need?



	Gabriela is a 2nd grader from Mexico.  Her oral language skills are almost fluent.  She uses varied sentence structures and quite a bit of detail.  She can read at grade level when proper support has been given.  She can write quite well for her grade level, but needs explicit teaching in how to do so.
	What level of language acquisition is Gabriela in?

What were the clues?

What might you expect her to be able to do?

Given this information, how might you modify instruction/assignments for Gabriela?



	Irina is a 10th grader from Russia.  She is shy, so it is difficult for her teachers to know where she is with her language acquisition.  She doesn’t speak much, but seems to be able to follow simple directions.  She can read words that she has already had experience with, but has difficulty producing any written language.  Her science teacher has noticed, however, that when given a picture with a word bank that she is able to label appropriately.
	What level of language acquisition is Irina in?

What were the clues?

What might you expect her to be able to do?  

Given this information, how might you modify instruction/assignments for Irina?

	Ming is a 9th grader from China.  He can use complex sentence structures in his speech and understands a variety of language including idiomatic and figurative language.  He needs some support in reading grade levels texts and academic writing.
	What level of language acquisition is Ming in?

What were the clues?

What might you expect him to be able to do?

Given this information, how might you modify instruction/assignments for Ming?



	Triet is a 7th grader from Vietnam.  His oral language skills are pretty good.  He can retell, identify main points of a story, and respond to questions using more detail.  His speech, however, isn’t without errors and he still needs help with more complicated sentence constructions and vocabulary.  Triet reads well when the language is contextualized and he has background knowledge in the subject.  He needs significant scaffolding in order to write.
	What level of language acquisition is Triet in?

What were the clues?

What might you expect him to be able to do?

Given this information, how might you modify instruction/assignments for Triet?




