ESL Acronyms, Terminology and Definitions
Affective Filter 

- is a "wall" a learner puts up if his/her discomfort level is high. In ELLs it is usually due to language proficiency and dealing with the process of adjusting to a new culture. ELLs need to have a low affective filter in order to learn English. The more comfortable students are in their school environment, the more ready they will be to learn.
BICS

- Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills are the language skills needed for everyday personal and social communication. Second language learners must have BICS in order to interact in various types of settings.  It usually takes students from 1-3 years to completely develop their social language. BICS are not necessarily related to academic success.


BSI 

– Beginning Sheltered Instruction, a course only for students at ELP level 1. 

CALP

- Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency is the language associated with native language literacy and cognitive development. These are the language skills needed to undertake academic tasks in the mainstream classroom. It includes content-specific vocabulary. It may take students from 5 to 7 years to develop CALP skills. CALP developed in the first language contribute to the development of CALP in the second language
Comprehensible Input  
- Input + 1/Zone of Proximal Development- Input/instruction that is just above the students abilities. Instruction that is embedded in a meaningful context, adapted (e.g. paraphrasing, repetition), collaborative/ interactive and multimodal, and presented to students in a comprehensible way. 
Cognates


- words in different languages that have common origin.  They are often pronounced in a similar way, and have the meaning and spelling that is the same or close.  
ELL/ EL
 

– English Language Learners/ English Learners
ELD 

– English Language Development is a system of instruction focused on teaching ELLs to use English proficiently to communicate for various purposes in four language domains – speaking, listening, reading, and writing. ELD is also a class period that all students placed in the ESL Program are assigned.  It has its own curriculum and state standards.

ELP

- English Language Proficiency are levels of English language learners’ fluency based on their stage of language acquisition and characterized by specific student language behaviors in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The levels are determined by State ELPA Test. Level 1 is Beginner.  Level 2 is Early-Intermediate. Level 3 is Intermediate.  Level 4 is Early- Advanced.  Level 5 is Advanced.
ELPA 

– English Language Proficiency Assessment, the annual state exam for assessing English learners’ growth in English proficiency
ESL

 

– English as a Second Language
Exited 

– students who earned a composite score of 5 on ELPA are considered to be proficient in English and are exited from the ESL program; they will not receive and ELD class
Form 

– academic vocabulary, grammatical features, and sentence structure necessary to communicate for different purposes 

Fluency

- automaticity and ease of comprehension (listening and reading) and production (speaking and writing), being able to use language for a variety of purposes (the same as proficiency)
Function 


- cognitive tasks, reasons for using a language
Language Skills Transfer 
- the process of applying (transferring) language skills students have learned in their first language (L1) into the second language (L2).  
Monitored 

– students who have been promoted or exited from the ESL program are monitored for two additional years to ensure that language is no longer a barrier to accessing content in an academic classroom.
Newcomers

- are students who have recently arrived into the United States, and have not been (or minimally) exposed to communicating in English.  They usually require a specific intervention curriculum for a limited period of time.  Newcomers might have had a varying degree of English as a Foreign Language instruction in their home country. Newcomers may be exempt from the state testing depending on their PPS enrollment date. Check for a cut-off date with your building Test Coordinator. 
Refusal of Services

- Parents/ guardians of the students eligible for ESL services may refuse such services being provided to their children.  In this case their child cannot be placed in an ELD classroom.
SI 

- Sheltered Instruction is an approach used to make grade-level academic content accessible to students with limited English proficiency while at the same time promoting their language development. Core curriculum is used but, in addition, language development (functions and forms) is addressed. A carefully designed sequence of instructional activities is followed, and specific teaching strategies are implemented. 

The Silent Period 

- is a varying period of time during which a newcomer is unwilling to speak in the second language. Nearly all students go through a silent period. English language learners will require much careful scaffolding and frequent comprehension checks to support their learning and participation in classroom activities.  They will also learn a lot by observation.  Structured language-rich classroom environment will facilitate that.
Proficiency Levels

- are levels of English language learners’ proficiency (fluency) based on their stage of language acquisition and characterized by specific student language behaviors in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The levels are determined by State ELPA Test. Level 1 is Beginner.  Level 2 is Early-Intermediate. Level 3 is Intermediate.  Level 4 is Early- Advanced.  Level 5 is Advanced.
Promoted

- ELLs who have earned a composite score of less than 5 on ELPA but demonstrated their language proficiency to be academically successful are promoted from the ESL program and do not received an ELD class any more but are monitored for two years.
Suspension of Services
– It can be implemented after a student has been receiving ESL services for a number of years but still lacks language proficiency due to a learning disability. Suspension of services is a team decision and requires an informed consent of a parent or guardian.


