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our community and communities across America are wclcoming many new nciglllwrs. friends, cmpioyecs
and citizens from countries and cultures thrm:ghnut the war[cl-—-—pwple for whom English is not their
native ]anguﬂge; and

Americans have growing social, cultural and economic ties to the glul'ta] community, {:-FFm'ing great
opportunities but presenting new cllal]enges as we seek to communicate with and understand our
intcrnntinnnl pariners from different |a.nguage and culture Laulegmunds; and

stud:,ring other Iunguagus has been shown to contribute to increased cognilive skills, better academic
pur[urmam:e and a greater unders{antling of others, while also ]:rm'ic].lng |cng-|ifr_- Iearning opportunitics for
pcoplt: Lc}'untl school age; and

prmticienc}' in other |angungt.:5 enhances Americans career opportunities and pmvl:lus f.:mph:ycrs with a
workforce with the necessary skills for an international marlwiplace; and

fnm:ign Innguage educators are wurlzing muperalive]y to promote the benefits of ]atlgunge |1:arning to
slm]uan, parents, Lu&incss, ind.uslr}r, health and social services L.*.-a:lurs, and pulii:y makers ll1n:ugl1::ul the
nation; and

1anguagc education in the 21" century includes a commitment to the stud}* of |nng sequences of world
1anguagcs heginning in the earl}r grades to enable students to L].E'l.-'l':lﬂp the levels of pm[-ic{:.:m.:y needed to
cHeul:ivuly communicate with pew;:-[rlt: from other cultures whether at home or abroad; and

lnnguag& educators are urging the pu]:llic' to recognize the value of delivering better education to our
students, nrexpnnding the cultural and |iherary horizons of adult learners, and of strr:ngtlwning America's

position and securily around the world;

% /éﬁ%’%ﬂﬁ [, Tom Potter, Mayor of the City of Portland, Oregon, the * ‘City of Roses,” do

hereby me]alm 2005 as

o (Gorr of Lirmpuszges

in Portland and urge citizens to support and participate in these
programs to gain pr-::uFiq::icm::.-r not only in Englis]i,

but in other | anguages as well.
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