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The Asian Baseline Essay Project 
 
 
 The concept of Baseline Essays was introduced by Dr. Asa Hilliard III, a 
consultant to the Portland Public School District, in 1982.  The phrase baseline essays 
when used by the Portland Public School District means a series of essays that 
provides fundamental information abut the history, culture and contributions to overall 
human heritage.   For each geocultural group, a set of essays covers the subjects of: 
 

• Art 
• Language Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Music 
• Science 
• Social Studies  

 
The set is meant to highlight the essence of any civilization. It also provides the 

reader with relevant and positive information, presented from that group’s worldview. 
 
 The inhabitants of the United Sates are divided into six geocultural groups: 
 

• African-American 
• American Indian 
• Asian-American 
• European-American 
• Hispanic-American 
• Pacific Islander-American 

 
These divisions, with the exception of Hispanic-American, are based upon the 

land masses where humankind could be found approximately 5,000 years ago, in this 
instance.  America is used as a synonym for United States.  All residents of the United 
States are acknowledged as hyphenated Americans with the exception of American 
Indians, the first inhabitants of the Americas. 
 
 The Asian-American Essays are the fourth set in the series of Baseline Essays.  
These essays cover the early history of people who lived on the continent of Asia as 
well as the contemporary history of people in the United States whose antecedents 
originally came from Asia.  The essays acknowledge the ethnic and cultural diversity 
that exists within the continent of Asia. 
 
 The primary audience for the Baseline Essays is the 3,000 plus elementary, 
middle, and high school teachers, administrators and support staff in Portland Public 
Schools.  The essays are a resource and their content is to be infused, as appropriate, 
into all subjects from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

 
In early 1993, the Asian/Asian-American Curriculum Committee was formed as 

an advisory committee to guide the development of the Asian-American Baseline 
Essays.  The Committee consisted of scholars from the Asian community representing 
Afghani, Arabs, Burmese, Chinese, Indian, Iranian, Iraqi, Israeli, Japanese, Korean, 
Laotian, Lebanese, Palestinian, Syrian, and Vietnamese, among others.  
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 The Asian/Asian-American Curriculum Committee faced numerous challenges in 
the early planning stages.  The term Asian-American was problematic especially for 
recent immigrants to the United Sates.  There was a concern that the term Asian-
Americans would not reflect the ancient history of Asia and would mainly cover 
information about Asians in the United States.  On the other hand, some of the 
committee members were concerned that the term Asian Baseline Essay would not 
reflect the history of Asian-Americans and further would separate Asian-Americans from 
other Americans.  Thus, for the purpose of inclusion the term Asian/Asian-American 
was selected to be part of the title. 
 
 The next challenge concerned the definition of Asian/Asian-American, with 
regard to the geocultural division of the world. The definition of the term in dictionaries 
and encyclopedic references is to a people who themselves or their antecedents 
originate from the continent of Asia.  However, it was recognized that this collective 
identifier may not be the term preferred when referring to a given cultural group or 
individual.  Accordingly, people should be addressed by the terms they prefer. 
 
 Another barrier was addressing the controversial issues that exist between 
nations, cultures and ethnic groups on the continent of Asia.  The discussion resulted in 
the following criteria: 
 

• Each essay should cover the history, culture and contributions of different 
groups and regions of Asia. 
 

• Each essay should contain information that is enlightening, uplifting and 
written in the voice of the people. 
 

• The content of each essay should be broad enough to be inclusive of the 
diversity that exists within and between various ethnic populations of the 
Asian/Asian-American groups, while brief enough to generate the kind of 
interest that encourages the reader to do additional reading and research. 

 
 A national search by the Asian/Asian-American Curriculum Committee obtained 
a pool of consultants for each subject area.  The continent of Asia was divided into 
regions of East, West, South, Southeast, North and Central Asia.  For each essay a 
consultant from one region was selected.  In addition four or five reviewers who 
represented other regions of Asia were selected to review each essay.  A general 
Consultant, Dr. Shirley, Hune, was selected to oversee the project and review all six 
essays.  A three draft process was designed for each essay, but in reality, each essay 
was reviewed many times by the contracted reviewers, the general consultant, the 
Asian/Asian-American Curriculum Committee members, community members and 
finally by Dr. Tracy Dillon, the editor for the Asian/Asian-American Baseline Essays. 
 
 It is important to acknowledge that throughout the Asian/Asian-American 
Baseline Essays North and Central Asia (refer to the map on page 13) have less 
information compared to other regions of Asia.  Many factors have contributed to this 
matter.  Primarily, most sources recommended to us have been written in the Russian 
language and are not available in English.  Importing and translating the information is 
beyond the scope of the Baseline Essay Project. 
 



Asian/Asian-American Baseline Essays          Preface 
 

vii 

 There were several major obstacles during the development of the essays.   
Williams Lillys, the author of the Art Essay, passed away.   Another national search was 
conducted.  Dr. Pratapaditya Paul, SoKam Ng Lee and Christine Knoke included the 
visuals and completed the art essay.  The wife of Professor Shawn Wong, the co-author 
of the Language Arts Essay, passed away.  Dr. Arjun Gupta, the co-author of the 
science essay, had a major heart attack in the spring of 1999.  However, through the 
dedication and hard work of the consultants and the reviewers these essays have been 
completed with the exception of the science essay.  Although we will work toward the 
completion of the science essay we did not want to delay the project.  So the 
Asian/Asian-American set was published without the science essay. 
 
 The Essays are written in a style and tone that make them reader-friendly without 
detracting from or minimizing the communication of major points, recurring themes and 
critical topics.  The content, structure and organization of each essay is the 
responsibility of its author.  However, the perspective in each essay is the result of a 
collaborative effort of the respective authors, the general consultant, reviewers and the 
Asian/Asian-American Curriculum Committee.  In addition to the committee members, 
76 consultants, reviewers and specialists, all experts in their fields, have worked on the 
essays.  With confidence it can be stated that many diverse points of view from a variety 
of different cultures and ethnic groups have been represented.  As with other Baseline 
Essays we do not claim to present a perfect document to satisfy every need.  However, 
this is just a starting point for the Asian/Asian-American Baseline Essays.  Future 
editions will incorporate the feedback that results from this first edition. 
 
 The consultants and reviewers for each essay are listed on the pages that follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
Carolyn M. Leonard 
Coordinator of Geocultural Baseline Essay Project 
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Naseem Akhtar Hines was born in Raipur, 
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Asian Languages and Literature with an 
emphasis on the devotional literature of India 
and has lectured at many national and 
international conferences.  Dr. Hines is a 
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third-generation Chinese-Canadian.  She was 
educated in Canada and the United States with 
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Programs at the University of California, Los 
Angeles.  Prior to her appointment at UCLA, 
Dr. Hune served as Associate Provost of 
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responsibility for graduate education and 
research.  Dr. Hune is the author and editor of 
6 books and monographs and some 34 other 
publications since 1977.  Her work has been 
translated and published in national and 
international journals in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Europe.  She has a national 
reputation for her work in the development of 
Asian-American Studies, and social policy 
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the U.S.A. in 1969 for graduate studies and 
obtained a M.S. and Ph.D. in Materials Engineering 
from North Carolina State University, Raleigh.  Dr. 
Khan joined the Oregon Graduate Center in 1975 as 
a Research Associate and Director of the Electron 
Microscopy Laboratory.  He joined the University of 
Portland in 1979 where he is currently Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering. 
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with parental origins in Istanbul, Turkey.  Studies in 
design and painting at Pratt Institute and at the 
Academie de la Grande Chaumiere in Paris led to a 
museum career.  He was first a designer of 
exhibitions at the Newark Museum and later 
became the Director of Education at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston, and the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art.  He obtained his undergraduate and 
graduate degrees at Columbia University with 
special attention to Persian painting.  His last project 
was directed to the development of media programs 
in the visual arts for teachers.  During this time he 
was the Director of Museum Education at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. 
William Lillys passed away on December 4, 1996 
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Dr. Pratapaditya Pal was born in British India 
(present day Bangladesh) and educated in India and 
at Cambridge University.  Dr. Pal is an 
internationally known authority on various aspects of 
Asian art and culture.  He has authored and edited 
over fifty books and has written hundreds of articles.  
Currently he is a Fellow for Research at the Norton 
Museum in Pasadena, California and visiting curator 
at the Art Institute of Chicago.  
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California) who has lived and worked in 
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Ph.D. in Ethnomusicology with an emphasis on 
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University of Washington, Fulbright Scholars 
Program, the Smithsonian Institution and the 
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University of Washington Ethnomusicology 
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Currently Dr. Sakata is Professor of 
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College, University of California at Santa Cruz 
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In addition to the publication of his poetry, 
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recipient of the National Endowment for the 
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